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Original Conmunicationts. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 

ANALYSIS OF HEBREWS 
viii. 6—13. 

[Continued from page 309.} 
3. The covenant with which Christ’s is compared. A 
more excellent ministry, by how much he is the Mediator oi 
a better covenant. The ministry of Christ is compared with 
that of the Aaronical priesthood. v. 4,5. His ministry is 
better than theirs, by how much the covenant of which he 
is the Mediator is better than the one of which they were 
mediators in a typical sense, serving as a figure of heavenly 
things. 
Ist. What covenant is here referredto? Not the covenant 
which constitutes the Levitical priesthood. Mal. it. 4, 5. For 
the priests being immediate parties in it, cannot in any sense 
be viewed as its mediators, without admitting the absurdity of 
their mediating between themselves and God. We are herc 
to understand then, the covenant giving birth to those ordinaa- 
ces which they were called to dispense, and affording scope for 
that ministry which they were appointed to exercise. ch. ix. 
16. Itis the covenant which the Lord made with the fathers 
of the house of Israel and the house of Judah, in the day when 
he took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt. v. 9. It is the Sinaic covenant. This covenant was 
first made with Abraham, including his posterity. It was 
confirmed to Isaac by oath, and to Jacob for a law, and an 
everlasting covenant to Israel. Ps. cv. 8. The consummation 
of it with respect to parts, adapting it to the settled statc of 
Israel in the promised land, and the solemn renovation which 
at the same time it received at Horeb, gave the church a visi-. 
ble organization, which underwent but little change during 
that dispensation. David and Solomon only were waatiag as 
types of Christ in the full exercise of his kingly office, to set 
Von. vy. 37 
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in order the things that remained. Ex. v. 8. Acts. vii. 44—50. 
and xiii. 17—24. At Sinai the law and promises of Jehovah, 
previously and upon that occasion published, were reduced to 
a system and written ina book, the book of the covenant; but 
not until a more concise compend had been delivered, engra- 
ven by the finger of God upon two tables of stone, the tables 
of the covenant, Ex. xxiv. 3—8. and xx. 2—21. Deut. v. 2 
—~— 22, 

2d. The parts of this covenant. It has a two-fold aspect, ac- 
cording to the two different parts of which it is composed, and 
the only two occasions on which, by an infallible oracle, the 
terms of it were proclaimed and the deed solemnly ratified.—- 
It consists of a promise and an engagement. 

First. A promise. This isthe light in which the covenant is 
ever viewed as made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It is in 
this light that it must be viewed, when set in contradistinction 
tothe law. Gal. iii. 17. Is the covenant, which was confirmed 
before of God, in Christ, the law, which was 430 years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect. ‘The sum of all the promises of this covenant is 
contained in any of the following declarations. I am the 
Lord thy God. I will be your God. I will establish my 
covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee.— 
Tam Ex Suapvai—Almighty God. Gen. xvii. 1. 7, 8. and 
xxxv. 11. Ex. xx. 2. Lev. xxvi. 12,13. And do these solemn 
annunciations of Jehovah, in which he condescends to obligate 
himself to his people, confer upon them nothing more than the 
carnal relation of a national ruler and temporal benefactor ! 
This is truly a profane conceit of human fancy. The resur- 
rection of the body and the life everlasting, were contained in 
this promise, according to the interpretation of him who is,the 
faithful and true Witness. Matt. xxii. 31, 32. It implies the 
promise of a heavenly city, according to another infallible ex- 
positor. Heb. xi. 16. It consequently embraces every thing 
necessary to a glorious entrance into that city. A Saviour to 
come, was the Fixst and most excellent of the particulat 
blessings contained in the general promise. He was emphati- 
cally called the seed, in reference to his incarnation to take 
place in the family of Abraham. Gal. iii. 16. In raising up an 
horn of salvation in the house of his servant David, the 
Lord remembered his holy covenant, and performed the mer- 
cy promised tothe fathers. Luke i. 69.72. The manifestation 
of the Son of God in the flesh, the bringing in of an everlast- 
ing righteousness, the erection of a new testament kingdom 
among the Gentiles, the more plentiful effusion of the Holy 


. Spirit, were all comprised in the promise of this blessed seed. 
‘Dan. ix. 24. 27. 
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"I'he second particular promise, was the land of Canaan, as 
a type of heaven. Connected with this, a numerous progeny 
and a great many temporal felicities, were to be fruits of the 
divine favour and signs of better things to come. Gen. xu. 1, 
2, Ps. cv. 11, 12. 

God's placing of his tabernacle among the children of Israel, 
to the exclusion of the nations, may be stated as a third lead- 
ing item in the promises of the covenant. Ex. xxix. 43—46. 
Lev. xxvi. 11—13, Heb. ix. 1. A most important privilege 
this conferred upon Israel, in their federal relation to Jehovah. 
it arose from their near consanguinity to the Messiah, to spring 
(rom the loins of their father Ahraham. It was desirous that 
he who was named Jehovah, the messenger of the covenant, 
should come to his temple. Hag. ii. 7—9. Mal. iii. 1. ‘There 
was the best place to substantiate his claims to the Messiah- 
ship, where were denosited those oracles which alone were 
competent to try it. It was this privilege of an earthly sanc- 
tuary that constituted Israel a kingdom of priests. They 
were consecrated as a typical nation, invested with extraordi- 
nary powers,—a typical church, entrusted with a peculiar ser- 
vice,and administration of worship. Inthe former capacity they 
stood as a civil and military guard to the ark and tabernacle 
of testimony, with all the appended symbols and ordinances 
of divine service. In the laiter they officiated, through the 
agency principally of priests and Levites, in the appointed use 
and dispensation of all their holy mysteries. As a body polt- 
tic, they were authorized to destroy one portion of their fel- 
low-men, whom God had expressed by name as devoted to 
destruction; to hold some of the nations in a state of vassal- 
age ; to possess persons of all nations as perpetual slaves to 
themselves and their children, and to inflict upon the guiliy 
among themselves penalties more sanguinary than are admis- 
sible in the present dispensation.* As an ecclesiastic associa- 
\ion of a peculiar kind, they served, by their sacrifices and 
other sacred observances, to keep up the knowledge and ex- 
pectation of the promised Saviour and his propitiatory work. 
his promise and oath of God to the patriarchs he repeatedly 
mentions as forming the tie which bound them to their poste- 
rity, and by which he was long prevented from casting them 
off for their apostacy. Lev. xxvi. 42. Deut. iv. 31. Mic. vii, 
20. It is a tie by which, in the spiritual part of it, he holds 
himself bound to the latest generations. By virtue of this 
covenant, the Jews, at present broken off for their unbelief, 
shall, when the fulness of the Gentiles is come, be grafted 


* Deut. vii. 1—6. and xiii. and xvii. and xxi. and xx. 10—18, and xxv. 17 
« 19. Lev. xxv. 44—46. Gen. xv. 18. 1 Tim. iv. 24. Heb. x. 28. 
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iio their original stock, the church of God; and so all fsrae? 
snall be saved. Rom. xi. 20. 26—29. 

Second. An engagement. In this point of view the cove- 
nant is dated from Sinai, upon Israel’s exit from Egypt. The 
whole law was then first promulgated, and Abraham's posteri- 
ty, for the first time, solemnly restipulated, in their own name, 
obedience to all its precepts. Only a general command had 
accompanied the original promise. ‘‘ Walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.” And the special seal of circumcision implied 
an obligation to keep the whole law. Gal. v. 3. The institu- 
tion of every species of sacrifice, which is warranted in the 
Levitical law, had being and obtained sanction when Jehovah: 
made the covenant with Abraham. Gen. xv. From all this it 
appears, that the patriarch, and the posterity then in his loins, 
were taken responsible. ‘The compact was mutual between 
God and them. Yet the scriptures affirm that the law was 
given by Moses, and “ that the Lord our God made a covenant 
with his people at Horeb.” Josh.i. 17. Deut. v. 2. It is al- 
ways to this Sinaic transaction that Jehovah refers, when he 
charges his ancient church with violation of covenant.— 
Jer. xi. 4. 10. and xxxi. 32. The law then delivered, is in 
our text held up to view as being the covenant itself, and dis- 
tinguished from the promise,—a covenant legislated upon 
promises. At Sinai, Jehovah delivered his law as containing 
the terms of compact. At Sinai, Israel engaged obedience. 
‘Fhe promise with which the two tables are prefaced, formed 
‘he basis of both these acts. And these two acts, according 
io our text, make up the whole deed of covenant. Yet nei- 
ther the law, nor the deed of obedience, changed the cove- 
nant, or disannulled the promise made to Abraham. Gal. ili 
21. A good superstructure raised upon a foundation, has ne 
tendency to destroy itself; and you may call cither the su- 
perstructure itself, or it and the foundation, the building. ‘The 
promise, however, was more than a foundation; it was a cov- 
enant confirmed before the law came. ‘Then, either of the 
two, or both taken together, are in scripture termed the cove- 
nant, according as it may best meet the design of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Phe code of laws embodied in this covenant comprises, first, 


dhe ten precepts of the two tables. The inspired historian, 


who stood as mediator between God and the people on this 
occasion, draws a marked distinction between the words of 
these tables, spoken audibly by the voice of Jehovah in the 
hearing of the multitude, and the communications of the di- 
vine will, which he was directed to utter and write. ‘He 
added no more.” Deut. v. 22. No more were added of the 


g2me moral nature and perpetual obligation. The tables of 
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‘he covenant must have embraced every thing essential to ft. 
All the other precepts are then to be considered as mere ap- 
pendages to it. Deut. ix. 9—1]. andx. 4. 

A variety of precepts of the ceremonial kind, formed the 
second and most numerous class. ‘They served to determine 
and regulate that part of instituted worship which was sym- 
bolical, and represented good things to come. They contri- 
buted most largely to the external splendour of the Mosaic 
economy. Sacrifices, circumcision, and the passover, are 
specimens of the ceremonial worship. 

A third class is found in what has been denominated the 
vudicial law of Moses. In Exodus, 21st, 22d and 23d chap- 
ters, we have a collection of these under the title of mishpa- 
‘ius, or judgments. ‘They served to guide the proceedings of 
the civil courts and public councils of the nation. Many of 
them then must have been, as in every well-regulated gov- 
ernment, strictly moral in their nature. Jehovah favoured 
that nation, not by placing himself in the room of a temporal 
ruler, which is far from being the fact, (Deut. xvi. 18.) but by 
applying the moral and fundamental principles of all law to . 
inany of their peculiar circumstances. A thing this which he 
usually leaves to human ingenuity and discretion. Such were 
the laws relating to Hebrew servants, and to depredations 
committed and damages sustained through means of domestic 
animals, (ch. 21.) but in the enforcement of moral principles 
by civil power, many of the instituted forms of justice had a . 
ceremonial signification. Such was the form by which a libe- 
rated Hebrew servant mancipated himself again to his master, 
(v. 6.) or that by which the person who had been the unde- 
signing instrument of another's death, evaded the penalty 
which is due to wilful murder only, (v. 13.) Here the end tu 
be gained by the law was naturally just, but the mode of ac- 
complishing it was ceremonial. Other judicial precepts ap- 
pear to be founded on the ceremonial law, and to take their 
origin fromit. ‘The neglect to bring the blood of the sacrifice 
to the door of the tabernacle to be sprinkled by the priest, was 
made capital. Lev. xvii. So was the crime of imitating the 
holy anointing oil and the sweet perfume. Ex. xxx. 33. 38. 
Some laws appear to be directed principally to the civil com- 
munity, which are obviously ceremonial in part. Examples 
are found in the precept for keeping a sabbatical year, and 
also in the famous ordinance of the jubilee. Lev. xxv, 

3d. The parties. God and Israel. ‘The covenant was made 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. The appél- 
fation which they frequently obtain in scripture is, the congre- 
gation of the Lord. Ps. Ixviii. 11. Stephen terms them the 
church. “This is he that was in the church in the wilder- 

37* 





438 


ness with (he aagel which spake to him in Mount Sinai, and 
with our fathers : who received the lively oracles to give unto 
us.” Acts vii. 38, The two Hebrew words, which inthe Old 
‘Testament are rendered congregation, are considered by judi- 
cious critics, to correspond to the Greek ecclesia, or church, in 
the New. The same house, family, or church, with which 
ihe new covenant is framed, is the one with whose fathers 
God covenanted in the case before us. It is the same house, 
bat in a different generation; for the Old Testament church 
and New, are but one. In considering the parts of the cove- 
nant, we have seen that its precepts admit of a triple classifi- 
cation. Hence arises a triple relation, in which the people of 
israel stood to God in this transaction. By engaging, as heirs 
of the promise, a spiritual obedience to all God’s command- 
ments stnply, they were constituted the church or congrega- 
tion of Jehovah, the identical stock into which the New Tes- 
fament professors are engrafted as branches. Rom. xi. By 
coming under the yoke of the ceremonial law, they were ini- 
tiated as a typical church or association, into a kind of sacer- 
dotal function, in which they represented Christ, in his obe- 
dience and atonement, and his mystical body, which offer up 
up to God the sacrifice of praise continually. By virtue of the 
mnishputius, or judgments, they were invested with a politica! 
authority peculiar to themselves, and being headed by judges 
of an extraordinary call and character, or by kings divinely 
anoioted, they presented a beautiful figure of Christ in his 
kingly office, whois himself made Head over the heathen, and 
whose people are a kingdom of conquerors. 

4th. The mediator of this covenant. If you look to the 
types, it had mediators many; while in the reality and sub- 
stance, it knew but one. 

First. The typical mediators. It cannot be denied that 
Abraham, and the succeeding patriarchs, Isaac and Jacob, al: 
though parties confederate with the Almighty, are, in many 
respects, to be viewed as figures of Messiah, our true federal 
Head. Abraham was made the depositary of the promises 
for the whole race of believers that succeed him in every age 
and nation. ch. vii. 6. It is the blessing of Abraham which 
to this day comes on the Gentiles through faith. Gal. iii. 14, 
All who are Christ’s, are Abraham’s seed, and heirs of his 
promise. y. 29. He confirmed the covenant with God, by 
sacrifice. Gen. xv. A deep sleep and horror of great dark- 
ness fell upon him. A smoking furnace and lamp of fire pass- 
ed between the parts of the divided sacrifice. Not so much 
the natoral bondage of Abraham’s posterity in Egypt formed 
the true antitype of these terrible. figures, as the spiritual 
bondage of the elect, and the hiding of the Father's counte- 
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,ance and horror of divine wrath which, in their redemption, 
amazed the soul of Immanuel in Gethsemane and at Go 
tha. Similar emblems of terror called for the intervention of 
a mediator at Sinai. ‘‘I stood,” says Moses, ‘‘ between Jeho- 
vah and you at that time, for you were afraid by reason of the 
fire, and went not up into the mount.” Deut. v. 5. “ After 
the tenor of these words,” says God to Moses, ‘have I made 
a covenant with thee and with Israel.””’ Ex. xxxiv. 27. With 
Moses, as Israel's representative, the compact was formed.— 
‘I'he law was given by the hand of Moses, and commanded him 
in Horeb for all Israel. Ex. xxxiv. 29. Mal. iv.4 Whence 
it is said to have been “ ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator.’ Gal. iii. 19. Moses prefigured Christ both in his 
prophetical and kingly offices. Acts iii. 22. Deut. xxxiii. 5. 
Next to the renowned prophet and lawgiver may be ranked the 
consecrated high priest of Israel. His was the solemn com- 
mission to make, for all Israel, the annual atonement with 
vlood, and to enter the holiest with incense and perfume. Lev. 
xvi. Heb. ix. 8. He and his fellows, truly men to be wonder- 
ed at, figuratively bore the sins of the people, especially in 
those holy things, that their persons and services might be 
accepted before the Lord; to the face of Jehovah. Zech. iii. 8. 
Lev. x. 17. Ex. xxviii. 39. “This,” says Ainsworth, on the 
place, ‘‘openeth the mystery of this flower ;” alluding to the 
golden plate on the high priest’s forehead; “how it figured 
the mediation of Christ, who by his holiness which he. had 
of the godhead, took away the sins of his people, which they 
commit in their most holy and religious actions.” It was com- 
petent to all these priests to make intercession for the people, 
and to bless them in the name of Jchovah. 1 Sam. vii. 9. Num. 
vi, 22—27 

Second. The real Mediator. He is that Jehovah, the mes- 
senger of the covenant, in which the souls of his people al- 
ways delighted. Mal. iii. J. Indeed there can no more be a 
plurality of true mediators, than there can be of Gods; for 
there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. 5. The responsibility of ap- 
proaching a holy and just God on the sinner’s behoof, requir- 
ed, in every age, the personal dignity and legal merit of him 
who is God, to sustain it. It glorified even the Son of God, 
to make him a high priest. ch.v. 5. The Eternal Father 
holds up the glory of it as a proper subject of wonder to an- 
gelsand men. ‘ Who is this that engageth his heart to ap- 
proach unto me, saith the Lord?” Jer. xxx. 21. Jacob knew 
this Mediator, and so did his fathers, Abraham and Isaac. 
Gen. xIviii. 15, 16. God, before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the God who fed me all my life long unte 
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this day, rue ance. who redeemed me from all cvil, bless the 
tads. Inthe name of this angel or messenger of the cove; 
nant, he pronounces his dying benediction on the sons of Jo- 
seph. And he did it in faith. Heb. xi. 21. The angel of God's 
presence, is another title which this person anciently bore, 
and which clearly expresses his power cf mediation. Isa. Ixiii. 
®. But the true mediator of the Sinaic covenant is determia- 
ed beyond dispute, by the mission of one to conduct the peo- 
ple of the covenant into the promised inheritance, and by the 
testimony of the protomartyr Stephen on this case. Ex. xxiii. 
20,21. Acts vii 38. For if Moses was mediator, who receiv- 
ed the lively oracles to give unto us, how much more is that 
angel, with whom Moses was, and from whom he received 
them? 

5th. The nature of thiscovenant. It bore a very different 
aspect, as appointed by God, and as abused by men. In its 
own nature it was, like the new covenant, an application of the 
eternal counsel made between the Father and the Son. The 
nature oi the promises made to Abraham, and his becoming 
the father of all the faithful, sufficiently prove this idea. The 
numerous figures contained inthis covenant, by which Christ, 
his righteousness, grace, and other benefits, are held up te 
view, serve to attest the same truth. Rom. iv. 11. But the 
substitution of a new covenant, which we know to be ar 
application of the eternal counsel of peace, in the room of 
the old, places the character of the latter in a light not to be 
contested. For unless the end to be gained be the same in 
each of these covenants, how can the one supercede the other 
and cause it to vanish away? How can they in the least in- 
terfere with each other, any more than a contract between 
two men in one article of trade, can interfere with another 
contract between the same persons on another article not 
at all connected with the former? The end to be gained in 
each of the above covenants, is life and salvation: this end 
the ancient people of God gained by the old covenant. It 
was their covenant of grace; they rested in it as all their sal- 
vation and all their desire. It promised a born of salvation. 
Acts xv. 11. 2Sam. xxii. 5. Luke i. 69. 72. In its own na- 
fure this covenant, when openly and explicitly acceded to, 
became a covenant of duty. By this very bond, did [srael 
avouch Jehovah to be their God, and he avouched them to be 
his people. Deut. xxvi. 17, 18. It was this bond of a holy 
profession which distinguished the Jew, and set him apart 
trom the rest of the world; by coming under which the Gen- 
tile became proselyte, and partaker of the divine benetits with 
the Jew. Isa. lvi. 4. 
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But to legal-minded professors this covenant took on the 
appearance, and had the fearful reality, of a covenant of 
works. Mistaking its shadows for the substance, and having 
ihe veil on their hearts in the reading of the Old Testament, 
they saw not the end of that which is abolished. They saw 
not Christ, the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth. ‘They inverted the order of connection divine- 
ly set between the precept and the promise. They placed = 
that last, which should have been taken first, and which was 
actually four hundred and thirty years prior in date. The 
promises, which were absolute, they looked upon as condt- 
tional, and suspended upon the fulfilment of the law, instead 
of embracing them by faith, as Abraham had done, and sub- 
mitting to the Jaw as a rule of life only in the hand of a medi- 
ator. Itis obvious, that to seek salvation by this inverted 
order of the covenant, was to seek it by the works of the law, 
and that the new covenant may, and often does, meet with 
similar perversion from persons of a legal temper at this day, to 
their own everlasting perdition. But the old covenant being 
intended as a revelation of Christ to come, and thus to serve 
as a bond of interest in him, necessarily lost this efficacy by 
his incarnation and death. And henceforth it became inca- 
pable of being used in any other light than that of a legal 
covenant! From the period of its abolition it became noth- 
ing but a dead and killing letter to all its votaries, which it 
always had been to such as trusted in the letter of it only. 
2 Cor. iii. 6. Gal. iv. 24. 

4. The excellence of the new covenant. A better cove- 
nant, which is legislated upon better promises. It may be 
proper here to attend to the exposition of the word—the 
ugreement—and the disagreement, of the two covenants. 

Ist. The exposition of the words. Three things are pre- 
sented to view in these words—the promise, which is the ba- 
sis—the law, or covenant—and the legislation of the law. 
First. The promises, or annunciations. ‘The term is mostly 
used to express the annunciation of good things only, and fre- 
quently denotes the act of promising. ch. iv. 1. and vii. 6— 
But not less frequently it stands for the thing promised. ch. 
vi. 12. 15. and xi. 13. 39. If we understand the word in the 
former sense, it is casy to see how the promise of the one cov- 
enant may excel that of the other, and yet the blessing prom- 
ised, be precisely the same. he difference, however, may, 
upon examination, be found to consist to a certain degree, in 
both these particulars. 

Second. Thelaw. By the term covenant, as distinguished 
irom the promise, we can understand nothing else than a law; 
aid this being the principal subject of remark, although but 4 











442 


part of the covenant, is, by a figure of speech, put for the 
whole. The laws of the old covenant have already been con- 
sidered, and those of the new require but little comment in 
order to enable us to mark their superior excellence. They 
are all summarily comprehended in the ten commandments. 
In these are included, not only those duties which are natural, 
but also the institution of divine worship, such as baptism 
and the Lord’s supper. For the first precept, to take Jehovah 
alone for our God; and the second, to make his appointment 
the only rule of worship, must subject the conscience to the 
authority of any positive precept which his sovereign will 
may dictate, All the ordinances of the New Testament wor- 
ship are included in the new covenant. It is ‘* become the 
entire rule,” says Dr. Owen, “of the church’s faith, obedience, 
aud worship, in all things.” And again, “there is in this 
covenant, a sovereign law of divine worship, wherein the 
church is consummated, or brought into the most perfect es- 
tate whereof in this world it is capable, and established for- 
ever.” ‘This may be the reason why many think that nothing 
more is ‘tended here, by the name covenant, than a mere dis- 
pensativn. 

Third ‘The legislation of the law, or covenant. This term 
certainly corresponds more exactly to the original, than that 
of establishment, which is used in the common version. It has 
indeed been said above, that the new covenant, as made with 
believers, is wholly promissory. But the word promissory is 
used there, only as opposed to conditional. ‘The covenant of 
grace, under any dispensation or application of it, exacts of 
:nen no duty antecedent to their obtaining an interest in it by 
‘aith, and an unalienable title toall its blessings. Neither the 
Yaith, nor obedience of believers, is any true and proper con- 
dition of the covenant. Yet is this a covenant, or agreement 
between two parties, requiring something to be done by each. 
And as there is the greatest disparity between the parties i 
point of authority, so it is the prerogative of the one to com- 
mand, or legislate, and of the other to obey. The old cove- 
nant was a word commanded, a covenant enjoined. Ps. cv. 8. 
Heb. ix. 20. We are commanded to enter the new covenant 
by believing on the name of the Son of God. 1 John iii. 23.— 
in doing so we take Christ’s yoke upon us, and are under law 
to him. Matt. xi.28—30. 1 Cor. ix. 21. The covenant of 
grace, in every state of the church, is a covenant to be kept. 
Ps. cit. 18. Thus the term legislated, shows the authority of 
Jehovah, the supreme lawgiver, to be the fountain of both 
covenants and of all communication of grace to fallen man. 
{t bas likewise a special reference, in this place, to that exer. 
‘ise of authority, by which so wonderful a change is effected. 
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‘Behold,’ saith Jehovah, “I will make a new covenant.” 


A work of divine power and authority this. The removal otf 
the old, or the introduction of the new,—the obliterating of one 
iota from the law, or the enaction of a single rite of New Tes- 
tament worship, would have been an act too daring for men or 
angels to have attempted. Jehovah alone hath created these. 
With his voice he shakes the heavens and the earth, the Old 
"'estament worship, and gives us a kingdom which cannot be 
moved. Oh the temerity and presumption of human inven- 
tion! 

2d. The agreement of these two covenants. There is an 
agreement, or rather a coincidence, of the old and new cove- 
nants, in their most essential parts and properties. 

First. Inthe parties contracting,—God and his professing 
people. With all Israel after the flesh the first covenant was 
made, yet contained it a promise of circumcising their hearts. 
Deut. xxx. 6. With all who call themselves by the name of 
Jacob, and surname themselves by the name of Israel still, thé 
new covenant is externally framed. Yet does God promise in 
it to put his laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. 
‘The inefficacy of the promise to unbelievers, no more invali- 
dates the truth of it in the latter case than inthe former. The 
spirituality of these promises, or of the leading one in both 
covenants,—''I will be your God,”—no more determines the 
internal state of the persons covenanting in the new covenant, 
than it did in the old. Hypocrites, under both, have restipu- 
lated to the divine call, and solemnly engaged obedience.— 
‘For they are not all Israel who are of Israel; neither be- 
cause they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children.—— 
He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is that circum- 
cision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is 
ene inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spi- 
rit, and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, but of 
God." Rom. ii. 28,29. and ix. 6, 7. 

Second. In the principal blessing promised,—* I will be your 
God.” The fact of any person being a child of the promise 
and covenant made with the fathers, warrants him to lay claim 
to the blessings of the new. Acts *4 25, 26. 

Third. In the principal preceptyimposed,—the law of the 
ten commandments. It is inculcated by Christ and his apos- 
tles, as being the royal law of liberty, and ot perpetual obliga- 
tion. Matt. xix. 17—19. Jam. ii.8—11. Weare informed ot 
the abolition of all ceremonial and judicial laws. Eph. ii. 15. 
Acts xv. 28. In room of some of these, other ordinances of 
similar import were instituted, only referring to Christ as al- 
ready come, and to his redemption as being finished. But.no 
where do we read in scripture of the abolition of one ordinance 








444 

which was not ceremonial or judicial. No where do We reai! 
of any ordinance instituted in the New Testament, and pecu- 
liar to it; except it be a substitute for one of the Old, or ra- 
ther a mere modification of it. Some ordinances of the Old 
Testament have been changed and modified, so as to suit the 
structure of a kingdom, which has an incarnate, crucified, and 
exalted Saviour, instead of a coming one, for its head. The 
gospel ministry, baptism, and the Lord’s supper, are examples 
of such modification. But where isthe ordinance of the New 
Testament, which had not its parallel, or rather its antecedent. 
in the Old ? 

Fourth. In the principal and only proper Mediator,—Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever. 

Fifth. In their general nature and end, both internal and 
external. Both these covenants, when entered internally, and 
by faith, have served to apply the benefits of the eternal 
counsel and covenant between the Father and the Son,—have 
transmitted to the believer, as appointed channels, the sure 
mercies of David. ‘The old covenant, considered as a law, 
had shadows, of which the body is Christ; had types, the 
grace and truth of which came by him. Col. ii. 17. John i. 17. 
But considered as a promise, it had the substance, being con- 
firmed of God in Christ. Gal. iii. 17. It had the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the fathers were saved. Rom. xv 
8. The sign of it sealed the righteousness of faith. Each ot 
these covenants, when externally and visibly entered, bas serv- 
ed, in its day, to constitute the visible church, being the only 
legitimate bond of union among its members. The accession 
of the stranger, as noticed above, to Israel’s covenant, intro- 
duced him to the privileges and benefits of the temple. By 
baptism, the seal of the new covenant, we are all initiated into 
one body. 1 Cor. xii. 13. The change of constitution has 
not dissolved tne body, nor loosed tlie relation in which it 
stood to God; but only extended the privileges of it, so as to 
comprehend the Gentiles. Ezek. xvi. 60. 62. 

3d. The disagreement of the old covenant and new, and 
the superior excellence of the latter. This excellence ¢on- 
sists principally in the follgwing particulars, 

First. In the state of i Mediator, and the progress of his 
work. Inthe one he is announced as ‘he that cometh.” Ib 
the other, as “born in the city of David.” In the one, as 

-coming to be cut off, finish transgression, and make an end of 
sin. In the other, as having put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself, as risen and exalted to the righteousness of the Father. 
Joh the baptist, who announced his arrival, was the greatest 
prophet that had ever been born of woman. But the best in tie 
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vengdom of heaven, having knowledge of his accomplished re: 
demption, is greater than he. ey 

Second. In spirituality. The annunciations of the same 
blessings, are more spiritual in the new covenant, than they 
are in the old. No laud of Canaan now typifies heaven—no 
temporal felicities adumbrate the joys of it. No deliverance 
from the bondage of Egypt, and oppression of Pharaoh, is 
made the symbol of our emancipation from the law of works, 
the power of sin and the tyranny of Satan. The kingdom of 
heaven is plainly, and in no parable, declared to consist tn 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost—all spirit- 
ual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The matter 
promised in the new covenant, is strictly speaking, all spirit- 
ual. No earthly possession and prosperity, universally seem 
now to distinguish between the true worshipper and the false. 
This indeed is a stumbling stone to the Jews and others until 
the present day. But the people of God now are more than 
compensated for the defect of carnal gifts, by the superior 
copiousness of the Holy Spirit’s effusion under the new cove- 
nant. Acts ii. 33. The precepts are likewise more spiritual. 
The whole multitude of the carnal ordinances being abolished, 
there is no dispute now whether the law temple should stand 
at Jerusalem, or on mount Gerrezim. The true worshippers 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth, John iv. 23. 

Third. In clearness. The prophecies and types of the one 
covenant, are resolved into histories and doctrines in the oth- 
er. The day spring from on high hath visited us, in the advent 
of Messiah. The Sun of Righteousness hath risen upon us.— 
It is subjection to the law, and his obedience unto death, in 
which his surety righteousness consisted, that have shed a 
brighter lustre on all ancient ceremonies, and on the whole 
plan of redemption, than all the stars of phrophecy which pre- 
ceded, had unitedly afforded. 

Fourth. In extent. ‘To the Israclites exclusively ‘ belonged 
the covenants, and the giving of the law and the promises.""— 
But now, the gospel, that is, the communication of the new cov- 
enant, is come into all the world, ts preached to every creature 
who is under heaven. Rom. xi. 4. Col. i. 6. 23. God hath 
gone to take to himself a people from among the Gentiles. 
Acts xv, 14. 

Fifth. In confirmation. The covenant was anciently con- 
firmed by animal victims, by cutting them in twain and ‘pass. 
ing between the parts, by the sprinkling of blood, and some- 
times by the death of the covenant violator, and the suspen- 
sion of his accursed body on a tree. But what honour and 
dignity have ever been done to the jaw and covenant, equal 
io that which it received by the obedience and blood of him 
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who is God? The Lord is well pleased for his righteousnes 
sake ; he hath magnified the law and made it honourable. By 
the confirming blood of the everlasting covenant the Shepherd 
of the sheep is brought from the dead, and his prisoners from the 
ptt wherein is no water. 

Sixth. In sacrifice and oblation. It was impossible that any 
of the saczifices of the old covenant could take away sin. ch. 
x. 4. Christ's offering up of himself, must, with his priest- 
hood, be looked upon as belonging exclusively to the new 
covenant. ch. x. 15—18. The merits of his sacrifice, do in- 
deed reach back to the earliest of the elect fathers. Rom. iii. 
25. But it isthe peculiar privilege of the new covenant, to 
require no more offering for sin. The old, by requiring it 
year by year continually, ever pointed to the sacrifice of the 
new, and by this, borrowed all its efficacy forfconfirming the 
truth of the promise made to the fathers. Rom. xv. 8. It is in 
this very article of sacrifices, that the excellence of the new 
covenant appears to be principally Jaid, by the Sprit in this 
epistle to the Hebrews. This is evident from the 9th and 
10th chapters, as will appear from inspection. 

Seventh. In duration. The one covenant is made old and 
vanished away. The other is everlasting, confirmed by pre- 
cious and incorruptible blood, it is ever new. ch. xiii. 20. 

A more detailed account of the two covenants has been 
given, than was intended in the commencement of the essay. 
It has been the aim of the writer to obviate objections, rather 
than incur the necessity of answering many. If he has had 
so much of divine aid, as to be enabled to hit the truth on this 
subject, of so great intricacy and debate, it is well. The ob- 
ject of the essay is, in that case, already gained: And compa- 
ratively little need be said on the remaining verses. All that 
shall be offered, will fall more strictly under the denomination 
of an analysis. ’ 

4. The excellence of Christ's covenant préved from the 
faultiness of the old. ‘For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, then should no place been sought for the second.” v. 
7. Two principal ideas are contained in this verse :—the first 
covenant was faulty—and the sceking of a place for the se- 
cond proves it. 

Ist. The first covenant was faulty. 

First. The subject, distinguished by the epithets—that firs:, 
the name covenant being omitted inthe original. ‘The minis- 
try of the Levitical priesthood, which had been the theme of 
discourse, implied the idea of a covenant, under which they 
ministered. And as the Hebrews gloried in the privileges of 
this covenant, and had it much on their minds, it was unneces- 
sary to be more explicit. It is called first, not with respect 





446 











447 


Lo the covenant of works, the obligation of which on the whole 
iamily of Adam, is prior to that of all others ; but with respect 
to the new covenant, with whichit is compared. It was first, 
not in the order and dignity, but by time. 2d. The thing af- 
firmed. It was faulty. ‘This idea is aptly conveyed by a 
supposition. ‘‘If it had been faultless,”—which implies that it 
was not so, but was faulty. The negative form of expression— 
not faultless, further lightens the charge. And, according to 
the judicious Dr. Owen, our common version uses language 
still too strong for the original. ‘The primitive word signifies 
complaint ; and the apostle only asserts, that the first cove- 
nant was not without some cause of complaint. What was the 
complaint? Not that it was inadequate to the end proposed 
by its author. The perfectidn of divine wisdom precludes 
such an idea. The above survey taken of the first covenant, 
discovers it to be admirably suited to every purpose of salva- 
tion, until the coming of Messiah. The scriptures every where 
pronounce it to be a covenant, holy, just and good. But the 
complaint had respect to the end contemplated by God in the 
new covenant,—the highest end of mercy, grace and peace, 
which can be gained by any covenant administration on earth. 
This was a most liberal and extended application of the ben- 
efits of Christ’s finished redemption. 3d. The design of no- 
ticing this defect. It is to establish the superior excellence 
of the second covenant, and of Christ’s mediation. His is a 
better covenant, for, or because, the first is not faultless.— 
This is the scope of the argument. 

2d. ‘The seeking of a place for a second, proves the aflirm- 
ation. A place should not have been sought for the second. 
Many important truths are implied in this sentence. 

First. One covenant at a time is all that can find place be- 
tween God and any man, or company of men. The covenant 
of works wholly engrosses the dominion of those that are un- 
der it, and relinquishes its claim when grace takes hold of 
them. Rom. vi. 14. That covenant of salvation, under which 
israel was of old, included in it every promise, and every pre- 
cept, which God had at any time revealed to his people, and 
(hus occupied the whole ground upon which a covenant could 
be built between him and them. It excluded all others, so 
jong as it stood. If it had not been found defective, and re- 
movable, place had not ever been sought for another. 

Second. ‘The defect of the old covenant was the only cause 
ivund for its removal, and for the introduction of a second.— 
its defect is proved from its removal. The argument goes 
on the principle, that the covenant, if perfect, would have 
>tood forever. When any ordinance of God is faultless, let it 
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stand as he ordained. Ifthe covenant had not admiited of « 
complaint, it had never yielded its place to another. 

Third. The infinite wisdom and mercy of Cod are exercis- 
ed in the instituting of the new covenant. By him only it can 
be, that place was sought. The eternal purpose of mercy to 
all his elect, Jew and Gentile, he will have executed. And 
when one covenant, if continued, would fail to execute it, in 
all the exuberance of grace intended, wisdom goes to work 
and searches (he speaks of himself after the manner of men) 


ill it find place for another completely adequate. ‘ Place was 
sought for the second.” 


[To be continued.] 
ee! 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 
ADDRESS 
Vo Rev. T. Beveridge on his Admission to the Pastoral Charg: 


of the Associate Congregation of Philadelphia. 
(ev. AND Dear Broruer, 


It may appear rather superfluous for me to say any thing tu 
you relative to that ministry in which you have been engaged 
tor so many years; first, in a settled charge, in a distant sec- 
tion of our church, till in consequence of declining health, you 
found it your duty to resign that charge ; and next, under ap- 
pointments as an itinerant, and now in this congregation for 
near eighteen months, pursuant to their desire and the ap- 
pointment of Presbytery. However, as you have this day, 
more formally than heretofore, been placed in the relation of 
pastor tothis people, you will bear with me while I take the 
liberty to remind you of a few things which the occasion calls 
for, though you know them already. And the sum of all is in 
the words of the apostle to his beloved Timothy, “’Pake heed 
‘nto thyself, and unto thy doctrine, continue in them ; for in 
doing this, thou shalt both save thyself and them that hea: 
thee.” 

Take heed to thyself, to the state of thine own heart, that 
‘hat be right with God; that you live by the faith of the Sor 
of God; that, agreeably to the tenor of your vows, come un- 
der at ordination, it be your sincere, habitual aim and study, to 
act under the influence of a holy zeal for the glory of God, 
fervent love to our Lord Jesus Christ, and concern for the edi- 
fication of his mystical body. 

Take heed to your conversation, that that correspond to 
your profession, exemplifying the blessed tendency, the salu- 
tary influence of the precious doctrines, which, in the course 
of your ministry, you are called to deliver. ‘Thus “ adorning 
the doctrine of God our Saviour by well doing.” Being “an 
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example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity 
in spirit, in faith, in purity.” ‘‘ Let your light so shine before» 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven.” rey: 

T'ake heed to your doctrine, that in all things it correspond 
with the unerring rule. Agreeably to the direction of Paul to 
'l'itus, “ In doctrine, shewing uncortuptness, gravity, sincerity, 
sound speech that cannot be condemned.” “ We are not as 
many,” says Paul, “who corrupt the word of God; but as of 
sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in 
Christ.” Implying the solemn obligation which ministers are 
under to deliver with fidelity the message they are appointed 
to bear, having it for an object of conscientious concern, to 
propose nothing as of divine authority, but what has a “ Thus 
saith the Lord,” for its warrant; and to adhere with inflexible 
integrity to the pure doctrines and ordinances of the gospel ; 
declaring the whole counsel of God, and keeping back nothing 
which, upon due consideration, may appear profitable. And 
what an encouragement is it, to take heed to yourself and to 
your doctrine, that in so doing, you may be instrumental in 
saving yourself and them that hear you. ‘J'o you is commit- 
ted the ministry of reconciliation, ‘“‘ to wit, That God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses untothem.” And while your own everlasting wel- 
ure depends on your giving a cordial entertainment to the 
gospel message, ‘the word of reconciliation,” it will be your 
leading work, as an ‘ambassador for Christ, as though God 
did beseech them by you, to pray men in Christ’s stead, to be 
reconciled to God.” Acting thus, you may account it a small 
matter to be judged of men’s judgment ; knowing that “he that 
judgeth is the Lord.’”” And while you become all things to all 
men, so tar as is consistent with truth and duty, that you may 
save some, seeking the profit of many, beware of all sinful 
compliances. For if we should seek, in this way, to please 
men, we should not be the servants of Christ. 

‘Take heed,” then, as the same apostle further directs, 
‘to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that 
you fulfil it.” Remembering whose minister you are; a ser- 
vant of the Lord Christ, an honourable and dignified charac- 
ier, but one involving great responsibility, at the same time 
implying great encouragement. For we servé a good master. 
lle sends none a warfare on their own charges. While the 
duty he requires is difficult and ardaous, calling for all earnest- 
ness, diligence and activity, for vigorous and persevering ex- 
ertion, that you may ‘approve yourself unto God, a workman | 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
‘rath;” his promise furnishes ample encouragement ; ‘ My 
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grace is suficient for thee ; for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” In view of the extent of ministerial labour 
required, of their own weakness, of the trials and difficulties 
to be expected in the discharge of their duty, the question 
may well be put by every minister, ‘‘ Who is sufficient for these 
things?” The only relief here, and a satisfying relief, is, that 
‘our sufficiency is of God.” Perhaps, my dear brother, when, 
in serious moments, you reflect on the importance of the sta- 
tion you are appointed to occupy, a station which has been 
successively filled before you by four of the Lord’s servants, 
who may be said to have been, in their respective measure, 
‘ burning and shining lights.” Especially two, the first and 
the last, who, after a longer or shorter period of pastoral rela- 
tion to this people, finished their course among them. Upon 
such reflection, you may suppose the question, ‘‘ who is sufli- 
cient for these things ?’’ to be peculiarly proper in your case 
Still the relief referred to is most satisfying,—* My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” 

Having called to remembrance your predecessors in this 
station, I hope it will give no offence, if 1 recommend to your 
imitation whatever you may come to know was praiseworthy 
and honourable in their character and conduct. And at the 
same time, to be careful to avoid whatever you may acciden- 
tally learn to have been considered faulty or defective in their 
pablic or private walk, and which, upon candid reflection, ap- 
pears to have been so. Whatever, 1 say, you accidentally 
learn of such matters: For I am greatly mistaken in my esti- 
mate of your character, were you to listen with pleasure to a 
recital of real or supposed delinquencies in the eminent men 
who preceded you in this station. With such a detail, howe- 
ver, why should I suspect your ever being troubled. 

But passing this; has your own experience given you occa- 
sion to say, ‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped.” ‘Trust to his 
faithful promise in all time coming, ‘I will never fail you nor 
forsake you.” ‘‘ Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the 
grace that isin Christ.” ‘Preach the word, be instant in 
season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long suffering and doctrine.” Keep that sacred deposit which 
is committed to thy trust, “holding fast the faithful word, as 
you have been taught, that you may be able, by sound doc- 
trine, both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” These 
are comprehensive directions, which, and others correspond- 
ing therewith, it may be of no small advantage frequently and 
seriously to consult. If it be the duty of a minister to give 
himself to reading, nothing can be more obviously proper, 
than that he should often refer to what the Holy Spirit has 
seen meet to leave on record, relative to his high office, the 
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character, qualifications, virtues and obligations of such as 
would approve themselves ‘‘the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.” ‘Thus, “ praying in the 
Holy Ghost,” and depending on his gracious aid, may you be 
enabled to act the part of a ‘‘ wise and faithful steward, giving 
te every one his portion of meat in due season; as a pastor 
after God’s own heart, feeding his people with knowledge and 
understanding.” This requires as particular an acquaintance 
with their respective state or spiritual condition, their various 
exercises, attainments, temptations and difficulties, tempers 
and dispositions, capacities and wants, as may be acquired by 
attentive observation and conversation. Paul made a distinc- 
tion in his ministry between babes, and those of full age; 
treating the one as standing ‘in need of milk,” the easy and 
plain truths of the gospel, suited to edify, refresh and nourish 
saints in their spiritual infancy and weakness; and administer- 
ing to the others, the ‘** strong meat” of the deep mysteries of 
the kingdom. ‘The apostle John distinguishes in the family 
of God, children, young men and fathers. 

While you are conscientious in the exercise of your minis- 
try in its various branches, depend on the Lord for his biess- 
ing to make your labours successful, in gathering others to 
Christ, besides those that are gathered, and in helping the 
faith and joy of those who through grace have believed.— 
*‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” ‘ Who is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I 
have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.— 
So then, neither is he that planteth, any thing, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increase.” 

It is a circumstance deserving notice, and calculated to give 
encouragement, that the congregation among whom you have 
this day been formally installed as their pastor, consists of a 
people to whom you are nostranger. You are well acquaint- 
ed with them. ‘They have now been a considerable time un- 
der your ministry. To a certain extent, comfortable fruits of 
the connection have been already realized; and ground of 
hope is given, that your labour among them in the Lord shall 
not be in vain. 

[n this address, it appears not improper to advert to the 
advantage which you may justly expect from the long experi- 
ence which some members at least of your session have had, 
in what respects the exercise of church government and disci- 
plive in the congregation. Their more ivtimate knowledge of 
the peculiar circumstances of those of whom they have had 
the official oversight, may be usefully improved in leading you 
to form a more correct judgment, than otherwise you could, 
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of what may be called for on your part, for their spirituai 
good. To treat your brethren of the session, with due re- 
spect, and in all causes requiring judicial cognizance, to harmo- 
nize with them, as far as possible, in the decision of said 
causes, you will see to be every way becoming. And if dif- 
ferent views of a case are occasionally entertained, let such 
difference be the result only of mature investigation, and be 
maintained with moderation. 

To one thing more, dear brother, I think it necessary, to 
call your attention. And that is, the claim which your co- 
presbyters have upon your assistance in their social meet- 
ings and judicial proceedings. Considering the superior ad- 
vantages, which, as I think, may justly be conceded to you, 
above every other member of the presbytery, a greater propor- 
tion of the burden of care and management in the concerns of the 
presbytery, seems naturally, or of course to devolve upon 
you. Allthe other members except myself, are your juniors 
in age and experience. They will, doubtless, cordially co- 
operate in every good measure for promoting the interests of 
true religion. But comparatively, they are only putting onthe 
harness, not yet trained to the use of it, while age and infir- 
mities remind me of putting it off. But not to be more par- 
ticular, ‘‘ Be thou faithful unto death; warning every man, 
and teaching every man, that you may present every man per- 
tect in Christ Jesus ;”” aiming with the zealous apostle, to be 
not only an instructor in Christ, but a Father,” that through the 
gospel preached by you, not a few may be begotten in Christ 
Jesus. ‘‘ I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the elect angels, that thou observe these things, without 


‘preferring one before another, doing nothing by partality.” 


‘he Lord Jesus Christ be with your Spirit. Amen. 


TO THE CONGREGATION, 


The Lord, in his kind Providence, has granted ‘what you 
had long desired, and what, I doubt not, was the subjeet of 
much earnest prayer. The object of your unanimous call is 
now settled among you, as your stated pastor. - Does not this 
call for the exercise of fervent gratitude to Him, who “ hold- 
eth the seven stars in his right hand, and walketh in the midst 
of the seven Golden Candlesticks,” and disposeth of his min- 
isters as seemeth good in his sight. He comes to you as the 
messenger of the Lord of Hosts.’’ Receive him then in the 
i.ord with all gladness, and hold such in reputation. Acting 
in the spirit of Cornelius, when he accosted Peter in these 
encouraging terms. ‘Thou hast well done, that thou art 
come ;” and assured him in the name of all present, of their 
readiness to receive his messages ; ‘' now, therefore are we all 
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here present before God, to hear all things, which are com- 
manded thee of God ;’ while your minister, as an ambassador 
(or Christ, beseeches you in his name and stead, to be recon- 
ciled to God, O beware of turning a deaf ear to the blessed 
message. O Beware of receiving the grace of God in ‘vain ; 
heware of forgetting the obligations expressed in your call, to 
«ive to your pastor all due support, respect, encouragement 
and obedience in the Lord. All thisis no more than the scrip- 
ture requires. ‘*‘ We beseech you, brethren,” says Paul to the 
Thessalonians, *‘to know them which labour among you, and 
are over your in the Lord, and admonish you.” And to the 
Hebrews, ‘‘ Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
vonrselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account ; that they may do it with joy, and not with grief.” 
What our Saviour says to his Apostles, is applicable to all 
faithful ministers of the gospel. ‘‘ He that heareth you hear- 
eth me. He that receiveth you receiveth me.” Not that 
what we hear is to be received implicitly without examina- 
tion, even where we have reasonable confidence in the judg- 
ment and integrity of the Speaker. Our faith must not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. ‘One is our 
master even Christ,” ‘ Beloved, believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits, whether they are of God; because many 
false phrophets are gone out into the world.” Ministers ought 
not to pretend to have ¢ominion over the faith of their peo- 
ple. And the example of the Bereans is recorded for the 
imitation of other church members. ‘They received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether these things were so.” But while every thing 
is to be brought to the test of the divine oracles, “to the law 
and to the testimony, if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them.” Whatever is sanction- 

ed by that authority, is to be received, acquiesced in and ob- 
served, as if delivered by the Lord himself. 

Mininisters have need of all the encouragement which their 
people can give, considering the importance of the duties in- 
cumbent upon them, and the many difficulties, the many dis- 
tracting circumstances with which they have often to contend, 
both within and from without. And one of the best encour- 
agements you can give, is by making conscience of regular 
attendance upon his ministry, and the various opportunities 
of receiving instruction in the things of God; while you study 
to give evidence at the same time, by walking uprightly ac- 
cording to the truth of the gospel, that you are not hearers 
only but doers also of the word. How glad was Barnabas, when 
he witnessed the fruits of the Grace of God, among them 
that had received the word at Antioch, and with what pleasing 
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emotions does this Paul communicate the works of faith and 
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God, even our Father. The blessed evidence, 
that the gospel came to them, not in word only, but in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” Fulfil ye 
then your minister’s joy, in *‘ walking worthy of the voca- 
tiun wherewith ye are called.” 

Be much in prayer for the Lord’s presence with your 
pastor. Knowing that all his fitness for discharging his impor- 
tant trust is the gift of God, and that all his labours, howe- 
ver faithful and diligent he may be, will be of no saving ad- 
vantage, without the free and effectual blessing of Christ, and 
the influence of bis Spirit, abound in prayer for a rich supply 
of spiritual gifts and graces to him, for the Lord’s blessing in 
his ministry among you, and on yourselves in attending the or- 
dinances dispensed by him, that by means thereof you may be 
made partakers of the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with 
eternal glory.’ Brethren, pray for us; and for me says Paul, 
“That utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mysteries, 
of the gospel.” Mutual fervent prayer for one another is 
the way to bring down a blessing from He»ven in the con- 
nection now solemnly recognized between pastor and peo- 
ple. In what emphatic language does tic Apostle entreat the 
prayers of the Romans in his behalf with « view to the desir- 
ed effect of his ministery among them? “ Now I beseech you 
brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love 
vf the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your pray- 
ers, to God for me, that I may come unto you with joy by the 
will of God, and may with you be refreshed.”” And, perhaps. 
Without any impropriety, I might remind you, that your pre- 
sent pastor may justly be viewed as a servant sent by the 
great master of the vineyard, not only to sow and plant, and 
water, but also to reap the fruits not of his own Jabours only, 
but the labours likewise of those who have gone before him, 
ministering to you the things of God. Agreeably to what our 
Lord said to his disciples, “‘ Herein is that saying true, one 
soweth and another reapeth.” 

Considering the systematic punctuality, with which you 
acted in regard to your pecuniary engagements to your pat- 
tors heretofore, there is no call to state your duty on the sub- 
Ject of support due to your minister. Your example is hon- 
able and worthy of imitation. And while you show a regard 
to the authority of the Lord Jesus, ‘* who has ordained, that 
they who preach the gospel, should live of the gospel,” you 
will continue by attending to this matter, to evince your value 
jor the gospel, and give evidence of your profiting by it. “ Let 
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the elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double hos- 
our; especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 
For the scripture saith, the labourer is worthy of his reward.” 

One thing more, I hope you will not deem unimportant to 
mention. It is known to you all, that one considerable difb- 
culty, I will not say the leading difficulty in the way of my 
brother’s accepting the call from this congregation and delaying 
s0 long to do it, was an apprehension that a city charge might 
not suit his constitution, or not be favonrable to his state of 
health. All J mean to suggest from this, is a wish and 
hope that instead of discouraging, you would encourage him 
to take every necessary exercise and relaxation, which the 
preservation and improvement of his health may require. 
Whatever advantage he can receive in this way, will be the 
means of his being the more and the longer useful to his 
flock. His brethren in the session may especially be expect- 
ed to interest themselves in this matter. 

And, now, my friends, when [ recollect that more than twen- 
ty years ago, I was called in providence to perform a similar 
service in this place, and when I reflect on the various 
changes, which have taken place since, with my brethren in 
the ministry, and on the removal of Christian friends, in this 
place, and among more intimate connections, what reason 
have I to adore the sovereign disposal of that God, in whose 
hand our breath is, and whose are all our ways, who has pre- 
served me hitherto, and to whose service it becomes me to 
be more and more devoted, while I have any being. And to 
witness the settlement of a gospel minister among you in such 
promising circumstances demands a tribute of gratitude and 
praise. How should I rejoice in the thought that ‘‘a seed 
shall serve him.” In conclusion, be exhorted to “ study the 
things which make for peace, and wherewith one may edify 
another.”” And may the God of all grace, who hath called 
us to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus make you perfect, 
establish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory and do- 
minion for everandever. Amen. 


—j—— 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 
ON TRYING PROVIDENCES. 
[ Continued from page 414.] 
The Sovereignty with which some commands are given is 
«a trial to the measure of our submission. We are reasonable 


creatures and wish to understand the nature and design 
of every thing which we are required to do. And when it is 
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a creature that exacts obedience, this is right ; but when God 
commands, it is just the reverse. Because His wILt is the 
bést reason possible to be assigned for obedience in any case ; 
when we forget this and make wny and wHererore the con- 
dition ofour compliance witha divine command, we have fallen 
into the snare. This sovereignty was Noah's trial. The ark must 
be of such a species of wood and no other. Its constructions 
and dimensions, must be precisely according to the Divine 
model. ‘This thing was altogether new, the history of the arts 
could give no light upon the subject. His will wasthe only reason 
and rule for every particular. And Noah followed it fully as Mo- 
ses did in a similar trial afterwards. But there are many called 
preachers of Righteousness in our times that would have been 
for tmproving the plan somewhat, or for building with some 
other, as they would say equally good or better sort of wood. 
And many care not with what they build whether it is wood, hay 
or stubble. Aaron and his sons were tried by the Sovereignty of 
God, and Nadab and Abihu stumbled and fell. It appeared 
immaterial to them what fire they brought to the altar. One 
was just as good as another, and so they presumed to offer 
strange fire which God commanded not. ‘ And there came 
a fire out from the Lord which consumed them.” Sufficient one 
would think to teach all generations how wicked and dangerous 
a thing it is to call in question a Divine command. God made 
a sovereign division of the earth among the sons of Noah. 
‘The only reason why such a country was assigned to such a 
family, was, it seemed good in His sight. This was the pub- 
lic trial of that time. But to this the rebels could not bow. 
They would have a different plan. They went to build a 
tower the top of which was to reach unto Heaven by which 
they would render themselves famous forever. But God 
looked down in anger upon their attempt and set up in their 
confusion a monument of his displeasure which stands to this 
day. ‘ Individuals and famillies act in many respects a simi- 
jar part, when discontented with the outward condition assign- 
ed them by Providence, probably because it presents no bright 
prospect of becoming rich or great, they go to some new coun- 
try or some great city with a scheme of ambition in their 
hearts as lofty as the tower of Babel, and frequently they 
tind it when too late, to be their confusion. 

God tries his people by commanding what seems to be a 
great loss of substance. This sort was the command to de- 
stroy Jericho and every thing in it, and to cut off Amalek with 
every thing that breathed, not to reap the corners of their 
fields or gather the gleanings of the vintage, not to sow their 
lands the seventh year, and to give to the poor and the stran- 
eer, were commands of the same nature This is a sore trial 
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-9 a covetous man, he is ever murmuring out, ‘ wherefore 
was this waste?” Abraham could not have the value of a 
shoe latchet even when it was offered -him. But Achan could 
not bear the thought of so much loss, and he put forth his 
hand and took of the accursed thing. Saul gave in to the 
proposal of the people that it would be better to spare the 
best of the sheep for sacrifices. If the heart hankers after 
this world at all, this trial will bring it to light. Covetous- 
ness reasons as if the earth and all its fulness belonged to itsel!” 
And when God disposes of it according to his will, the covet- 
ous complains. All that is given to the poor he sets down 
in his mind to the account of loss. All that is given to the 
support of the gospel, is waste. He cannot afford the time 
for public fasts or thanksgivings. He is sorry that it appears 
so plainly to be a duty to worship God evening and morn- 
ing inthe family, for it consumes so much time. He grud- 
ges the time spent in the religious instruction of his offspring. 
But the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, and there 
is none of it absolutely ours. If therefore it is disposed of ac- 
cording to his will, that must ever be the proper use of it, and 
the best economy on our part. But under a thousand fair pre- 
tences, men’s lusts draw away their minds from this rule, and 
they fall into the snare. 

Sometimes the trial is in the littleness of the thing com- 
manded or forbidden. 

Such was the command given to Moses, the second time, 
to speak unto the rock. The rock in both instances made 
only one figure or type of Christ. Now, if it wasatype of him, 
it would have been improper to have commanded it to be 
smote twice, for he was to suffer only once. But besides this 
there was also a trial to Moses inthis command. And in this 
he failed, for he smote it. ‘ A small offence,” would many say, 
‘a non-essential point.” But ever consider how great a matter 
he makes of it, by whose judgment we must abide. This Moses 
was more highly honoured than any other mere servant. “‘ God 
talked with him face to face as a man does to his friend.” And 
this high character is given of him. ‘He was faithful in 
all his house.” Notwithstanding this, God says, ‘‘ Because ye 
believed me not to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of 
Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the 
land which I have given them.” He had many times plead 
with success for Israel, bat when he plead for this one thing, 
saying, ‘‘Let me I pray thee go over this Jordan,” he ze- 
ceives for answer, ‘“‘ Speak no more to me of this matter ;” 
and that he and all generations might know how great a mat. 
ter he considered it, he sware. ‘ The Lord was angry with, 
me for your sakes and sware that I should not go over Jordan.” 

Vo. y. 39 
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Deut. iv. 21. What will they say to this who make his insii- 
‘utions non-essentials, and plead the example of great and 
good men for making void his commandments? * Ye shall not 
add unto the words which I command you, vor diminish ought 
therefrom.” ‘‘ Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a liar.” Such was his prohibition to 
number the people. David, the man according to'God’s own 
heart, failed here. He was puffed up with the idea of the 
great multitude over which he reigned. He became ex- 
ceedingly desirous to know their number and commanded that it 
should be taken, This too many would calla little sin, bat be- 
hold how great are its fruits and rewards. ‘ Shall seven years 
of famine come unto thee in thy land, or wilt thou flee 
three months before thine enemies while they pursue thee, 
or that there be three days pestilence inthe land?’ Such too 
is that command, “ Acknowledge thou me in all thy ways,” 
and the putting trust in the corresponding promise, ‘I will 
direct thy steps.” The matters of a journey or the difficul- 
ties of a bad road is so small that it appears too insignificant to 
mention to God. And to ask his care and protection in set- 
ting down our foot upon the high way, many will say it is ridi- 
culous. The same may be observed of seeking so small 
a matter from Him, as a day’s provision. ‘Give us this day 
our daily bread.” Little commands, says proud reason, are 
below the dignity of the Deity, and it is rather demeaning 
him than otherwise to propose obeying them. Little promises, 
such as bread and water, are not worth pleading. Such are 
the thoughts of many, and thereby are they hindered from put- 
ting the highest honour upon Divine authority, and from en- 
joying wonderful instances of divine condescension and mercy. 
But at is shocking ignorance of the ways of God, and es- 
trangement of heart from his fellowship, which, among other 
things, characterize this asa time of great apostacy and dead- 
uess. Who will dare to challenge either the piety or cor- 
rectness of praying that ‘our oxen may be strong to labour, 
ihat there may be no breaking in or going out. Ps. clxiv. 14. 
‘fhe more minute the command is, the more is authority honored 
hy obedience. Is it possible that the will of Jehovah can ever 
appear tn greater majesty, than when the Eternal Son, in obe- 
dience to it, stooped down to wash the disciples’ feet ! 

It’ can never demean the authority of God to descend to as 
«reat minuteness as his power in creating and his providence 
in preserving. If the latter is concerned in the lighting of a 
sparrow on the ground, why may not the former command, “ Ii 
« bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree or 
on the ground, whether there be young ones or eggs, and the 
dam sitting upon the eggs or on the young, thou sHalt not 
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rake the dam withthe young.’ Ifthe “ very bairs on our head+ 
are numbered,” why not give the direction, ‘* whose adorning 
ict it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hairs,” &c. 
And if it is in him we live, move and have our being, it ts 
most reasonable that we should seek his blessing and gui- 
dance even to all this minuteness. 

Sometimes the trial is in the sort of means to be used ; means 
which appear inadequate to the end and even contrary 
to it. Of this kind. were all the means which Moses was 
commanded to use in working miracles.. He was to stretch 
out a rod over the sea to divide it, and smite a rock to make it 
vive out water. These things he was enabled to do only by a 
tirm reliance on the Almighty power of Him who had promised 
io be with him. The moment that his eye was turned away 
from this he staggered, and instead of speaking to the rock, 
smote it. Such was the compassing of Jericho with the sound- 
ing of rams horns, in order to make its walls falldown. This 
was, in one respect, a greater trial than the preceding, because 
they had noless than twelve times to see the means used 
without effect, and in the meantime to hear all the vain and 
wicked remarks of the ungodly upon it, and probably the 
mockery of some within the city. Nothing but faith in the 
word of God could stand in such a case and continue in duty. 
Such a case of trial was Gideon's three hundred men compas- 
sing the camp of Midian, each with his trumpet and pitcher, as 
ameans to route that great host. This was so great a trial 
that it would seem as if only three hundred in all Israel were 
able to stand in it, and even Gideon himself had enough to do. 
Another instance of this trial was the command given to Naa- 
man the leper, to go dip seven times in Jordan. And it prov- 
ed to be too much for the proud Syrian. ‘ Are not Abana 
and Parphar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel!’ But when he was persuaded to comply, he, to his as- 
tonishment, found that though the waters of Izrael were ‘no 
better, the God of Israel, who only was God, could do what the 
God of Syria could not. It was a trial of this kind when the 
blind man was required to let clay be put on his eyes in order 
io receive his sight. Let carnal reason speak here, and she 
would say this .vas the fit means for putting out the sight.— 
Put clay upon the eyes to make them see! This was not all. 
tle must next go and wash it off again. If he had begun to 
think that virtue was in the clay, this was a new trial to him; 
he must wash it away, Bat the virtue was neither in the 
clay nor in the washing, but in the word of the Son of God. 
lt was a trial of this kind in which the Jews stumbled and fell. 
Jesus of Nazareth, crucified, did not appear equal to those 
great achievements which they expected from their Messiah, 
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Therefore they despised and rejected him, and perished iw 
their unbelief. 

The Greeks could not with all their learning perceive how 
the preaching of him was ever -to bring man to his chief 
good and highest end. Therefore they called it foolishness 
And the great majority of men in every age and nation count 
it no better. 

To many, the simple acceptance of a whole Christ, as a free 
gift offered to every one who hears the gospel and reads the 
Bible. does not appear the way to peace with God, or the en- 
joyment of him. To these it is no more than the sound of 
‘i ram’s horn or a dip in the waters of Jordan. ‘They must 
have something greater or more difficult and complex, some- 
thing more proportioned to the end. They must prepare 
themselves, repent, reform, &c. then they think themselves in 
a fair way to eternal safety; but alas! their foundation is only 
sand. Many of those who set themselves forward as the 
strong in faith and enter the ministry, fail in this trial to an awful 
extent. ‘To preach Christ with plainness and simplicity, they 
cannot think to be the way to build up the church. They 
admit that the truth must be preached, but it must be done in 
philosophical style so it may be palatable to learned and great 
folks. It must be done in a polite manner, so it may not by its 
rude attacks upon the heart and conscience, disgust people of 
taste. It must be spoken rhetorically, that it may be some- 
what entertaining and gratifying. Some will make it speak 
through the vizor of their own affection, with pretence otf 
touching the hearts of the hearers, but in reality to draw at- 
tention to themselves. Many who thus think do no better 
than the soldiers who first arrayed Christ in the mock robes of 
royalty, and then crucified him. Churches fall in this kind ot 
trial often. Whena candidate comes before them, it might 
be supposed the main questions would be, does he preach the 
truth as it is in Christ ? Will he edify our souls? Will he hold 
fast the profession of our faith? But it is often far otherwise. 
The points on which elections often turn are like the following : 
Has he a fine style? Is his action graceful? Will he draw 
the attention of strangers? Is he reckoned a great man? 
Where was he born? Where did he study? O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that God has spoken. ‘“ Hath 
not God chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise? And God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which are mighty, and 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
yea and things which are not, to bring to nought things which 
are, that no flesh should glory in his presence.”” t Cor. 1. 27, 28. 

Sometimes the trial is in God's delegating his authority to 
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persons who are in some respect or other diminutive or inferi- 
vr. ‘To them he says, ‘“ he that heareth you, heareth me, and 
ie that despiseth you, despiseth me. In this trial it was that 
“orah, Dathan and Abiram fell into open rebellion and receiv- 
ed the terrible reward of their iniquity. They said, ‘‘ Ye Mo- 
ses and Aaron take too much upon you.” * Frequently he 
makes choice of the younger branch of a family to act for 
him. This is atrial to the older members, which pride cannot 
bear. At the first hints which God gave of Joseph's eleva- 
tion, his brethren fell into a deadly hatred against him, and the 
consequences are known. Aaron and Miriam said, ‘hath 
the Lord spoken only by Moses? Hath he not spoken by us 
also.” Although they said nothing but truth, yet there was a 
despising of God’s authority in it, as they soon discovered by 
sud experience. The choice of David to be king, would seem 
‘o have staggered his brethren somewhat, for it was after this 
{hat Eliab said to him, ‘“t I know the pride and the naughtiness 
of thy heart.” Even David himself, with his council, seemed to 
have overlooked God’s authority, as in the Levites only to 
bear the Ark, and after the more popular but heathenish mode, 
placed it upon a new cart, and Uzza, who was no Levite, put 
forth his hand to stay it from stumbling, and was smote. that 
he died. The sin of despising divine appointments and of 
presumption, as in this case, are generally closely connected. 
The seven sons of Scevathe Jew, and chief of the priests, at the 
same time that they despised both Paul and Jesus, presumed to 
adjure the man who had an unclean spirit, “ by Jesus whom 
Paul preached.” The same thing is vittually done still by thou- 
sands—despising those whom God hath sent as weak or foolish, 
they take it upon themselves and run before they are sent. 
At this very time do many stand up to feed the people, with no 
higher warrant than a high conceit of themselves and the flat- 
tery of a few friends. But what shall it profit? Man is con- 
stantly limiting the most holy sovereign God to the same rules 
which he himself is inclined to follow, and when he sees not in 
ihe persons of God’s choice the qualifications and accomplish- 
ment which he deems requisite, he sees no reason to respect 
thet authority. Hence we may iafer that that which in all 
cases creates the great difficulty is, man secks to be something, 
while the scheme which God in every event is pursuing, has 
‘or its object to stain the pride of all human glory in the dust 
and exalt divine perfection 

Some dispensations of providence of a more public nature re- 
main to be noticed. But it may be proper to reflect a little upon 
what has beensaid, First, we have the truth of Samuel’s word 


‘o Saul set in clear light. ‘“ ‘To obey is better than sacricfice ; 
and to hearken, than the fat of rams, for rebellion is as the 
39* 
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the sin of witchcraft, and stubborness is as iniquity and idoia. 
iry.” God sets so high a value upon his authority, that we 
caQ propose nothing in place of it that will ever be atcepta- 
ble to him, though in support of our measure we profess the 
greatest zeal for his worship, or to be calculating the greatest 
amount of good fruits from it to the church or the world, it 
will be utterly contemned. | 

It was to worship God that Nadab and Abihu brought 
strange fire tothe altar. For the same purpose Saul put forth 
his hand to the priest’s office. It was for sacrifice, that he spar- 
ed the best of the Amalekites’ sheep. It was probably intend- 
ed and denominated a picce of great respect for the God 0: 
fsrael to make a new cart to bear the Ark, and also to stay it 
with the hand when it stumbled, but it was utterly despised. 
These good intentions will not be even a mitigation of the 
offence. And why should they? If good, they are the effect oi 
his own gracious operation in us, and independently of every 
other consideration, a duty; and therefore they can have no 
surplus merit to balance any sin, much less that of virtually 
pretending to be more provident and zealous for the divine 
glory than God himself. We shudder at the pretensions of the 
pope. Yet to set aside God’s will in one tittle and substitute 
any thing else in its place, is virtually to sit in his seat and cal! 
ourselves God; but at this we shudder not. Let it not then 
seem surprising if he classes rebellion aud stubborness with 
witchcraft and idolatry, which was death to the person convict- 
ed of them. Has he less respect for his authority and is it a less 
offence to alter or set it aside in these last days, than under the 
law? Let the deluded being that entertains an idea so gross, 
look towards the cross and behold God’s beloved Son drinking 
the very dregs of that awful cup, that bis [ather’s wit wrens 
se DONE, and tellus wherein his regard for his authority appears 
to be less than it ever was. Ifthe stroke of vengeance does not 
as formerly, fall suddenly, cutting off the rebel in the very act, 
let the concluding sentence of inspiration tell whether, when 
the dread hour of final retribution is come, he has less to expect, 
or not? 

A second inference is, that God will bear more with his ene- 
mies interfering with his institutions, than with his friends 
‘The stiff-necked, hard hearted race who came out of Egypt, 
may reproach Moses and be almost ready to stone him, but it 
Aaron and Miriam speak a word against him, it is suddenly and 
sharply rebuked. ‘The idolatrous Philistines may place the 
Ark upon a new cart, but let not David do so or it will be 
at his peril. But very many reason quite the other way, 
and.consider their high station, great abilities and peculiar 
favours given them of God, a ground for using freedom with 
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jis institutions. By whom were the corruptions of popery in- 
troduced into the church? if not by men in great repute for 
knowledge and abilities? By whom, in modern times,-have her 
faith and worship been more corrupted, than by such men as 
Watts, Baxter, Wesley and Hopkins? God’s people have 
much greater boldness granted them in New-Testament times 
than was allowed under the law, but most certainly it is not with 
his will or his institutions. ‘In this respect ‘great fear is due 
unto him in the meeting of his saints,” and his jealousy burns 
hotter no where than around his own altar. And this is per- 
fectly just; for those whom God admits to great nearness to 
himself ought to know better than others. And the wicked 
world itself acts upon the same principle. It censures with 
severity the professors of religion for conduct which it would 
puss over with silence in other men. ‘‘ He who knows his 
}.ord’s will, and does it not, shall be beaten with many stripes.” 

A third inference is, that though eternal salvation has no 
dependance on.any of the trials of God’s chosen people, 
vet much, very much of the comfort and happiness which a 
believer might have in this life, does often depend on apparently 
very little trials. ; 

T.ot it would seem was tried with riches. In this he failed, 
and from that moment his peace and comfort was slain. Ruin- 
ous disasters, cruel vexations and infamy, awaited him until he 
reached the grave. Jacob failed when he would not wait for 
Giod, but stepped forward and by art and deception took the 
blessing with his own hand. And how much comfort did he 
lose by it? Moses spake unadvisedly with his lips, and for 
this he shall not set his foot in the good Jand of promise. Eli 
failed in the due exercise of parental authority; and behold 
what evil came upon him even in his old age. Such as made 
the ears of those who heard of it totingle. What deep soul- 
rending troubles follow David’s failure. . The son of his own 
howels is to rise up against him and the sword is never to depart 
(rom his house. . Remember, O believer, that God proceeds in 
the same way still. Tie will have mercy on your souls, yet will 
he take vengeance on your inventions. Beware of thinking 
that sin is alight matter, because it cannot bring you again 
iuto condemnation. A single slip of your foot on the * Nar- 
row Way” may make you go halting to the grave. O ye pa- 
rents, consider, | beseech you, the history of Lot and Eli, and 
calculate if you can how much the present comfort and eter- 
tial destiny of your children may depend upon your standing in 
the trial. A fourth inference is, the necessity of continual vig- 
‘lance. ‘There is not a step in this narrow way at which some 
ist is not ready to bend us tothe right or left, and so tomake 
‘ts lose the balance. And the moment we step aside we are 
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caught in the snare. . We can never be safe unless directing 
our individual steps by the word “ which is a light to the feet 
and alampto the path.” As at every step there is a snare, so 
in the word there is a direction and a promise which are suffi- 
cient to bear us through. While Moses held up his hand 
to heaven Israel prevailed, and when he took it down Ama- 
lek prevailed ; and the same is true of the lusts of the flesh, 
‘hat moment the believer takes his eye off the direction and 
the promise. ‘This prayer therefore we should never end 
while* on this side of heaven, ‘*O let my footsteps in thy 
word aright still ordered be.” 

Vifth and last. Great advantages are gained in attending 
closely to the dispensations of Providence and the emotions 
of our own hearts, at the same time, and compare them 
together. This was the commendation of the men of Issa- 
char, that they had understanding of the times and knew what 
Israel ought todo. This is the way to that attainment. The 
events of providence frequently point like an index to the 
particular command we ought to be obeying and the lust we 
ought to be mortifying. And to follow these leadings is to 
walk with God. Moreover, the attentive observer of pro- 
vidence can scarcely fail to discover the clearest proofs ot 
divine wisdom and the most comforting evidence of divine 
goodness and mercy, which greatly strengthen the heart in the 
grace of God and establish the mind in the belief of the truth. 

But to proceed. In the dispensations of the all-wise God, 
it hath fallen out in our days that a great many public institu- 
tions have been set up of rather a novel kind, whose profess- 
ed object is to make mankind at large acquainted with re- 
vealed truth. For many years past they have engrossed the 
attention of the religious public, and now stand almost uni- 
versally approved. I shall therefore respect public opin- 
ion so far as to propose what I have to say respecting these. 
rather as matter of inquiry. But if upon full and fair investiga 
fion, it appears that they are not set up on the authority ot 
the word of God, I shall not be afraid to pronounce them 
a snare, and that it is the great public trial of the time to 
keep out of them. ‘To the Law and to the Testimony ; 
if they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no truth in them.” ‘There are two things which 
shall be most freely conceded to all those to which any 
reterence shall be made, viz. good intention and good done. 
To say that good was not intended by the advocates and sup. 
porters of these institutions, would be the farthest thing 
possible from the judgment of charity. Let it here be re 
membered, that good intentions are fully admitted, 
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‘T'hat much good is already effected by them all, and that if 
continued they may yet do more, is not at all questioned. Al- 
though there might be difficulty in admitting the full amount 
of current reports, yet certainly extensive, perhaps incalcula- 
ble good, both to the moral and religious world, has arisen out 
of these institutions, and I will not undertake to say what use 
the Lord, in his providence, may yet make of them in carry- 
ing on the great work of redemption. Perhaps, by their means, 
the very foundation of Satan’s kingdom is to be sapped, and. 
the seeds of that knowledge sown which is destined in due 
time to spring up and cover with its shade the whole earth. 

But will either of these things conceded, or both of them 
together, be sufficient to prove that they stand upon a 
divine warrant ; that the principles and practice by which they 
are maintained accord with the infallible standard? Can they 
prove any thing whatever, to be either truth or duty, inde- 
pendently of other data’? Ifthey can, then the revealed wil! 
of God is no longer the onry rule of faith and practice. 


[To be continued.] 


PRiscellancous, 


ASSOCIATE REFORMED SYNOD OF THE SOUTH. 


Hxtract of a letter to the Editor written by a clergyman of high 
respectability in South-Carolina, and belonging to the Associate 
Reformed Church. 


The Associate Reformed Synod of the South met at Beth- 
el, Geo. on the 7th Nov. when there was present of the 
Brethren, from North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Georgia and 
‘Tennessee. A Commissioner was present from Florida, near 
‘T'allahassee, with a petition for supplies of gospe! ordinances. 
In this place we have a respectable vacancy ripe for settle- 
ment. Similar petitions were presented from various parts of 
Alabama, in which state we have a great number of vacancies ; 
of which some are ripe for settlement ; and others, could we 
afford them adequate supply, would soon be in that condition. 
In consequence of the numerous and urgent calls for supply 
of the word of life, from destitute churches under our care, it 
was thought necessary to give two of our Brethren appoint- 
ments to itinerate as Missionaries within the limits of Synod 
for the term of three months, in the course of this winter 
or the ensuing summer. There are under the care of the 
Synod, four young men engaged in Theological studies, be- 
sides a number of promising youth who are in different 
stages of advancement, employed in litcrary pursuits prepara: 
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tory to the study of Theology. But as our means fall fay 
short of supplying the wants of our churches, it was resolv- 
ed at our late meeting, to make application to our Brethren o/ 
the United Secession church in Scotland, for ministerial aid, 
A subject in which our brethren in the West will probably take 
some intererst, was brought before our synod. A disposition 
has lately been evinced by some of our politicians, in whose 
creed, the fear of the Lord is a principle which has no _ place, 
to prohibit by law all endeavours to instruct our servants to 
read. With reference to this matter, the Synod unanimous!) 
adopted the following resolutions. 

“‘ Whereas it is understood that petitions will be presented 
to the Legislature of S. C. at its approaching meeting, pray- 
ing the enactment of a law to prohibit the instruction of 
slaves to read, therefore, 

1. Resolved, That in the judgment of the Synod, such a 
faw would be a serious infringement of the rights of con- 
science. 

2, Resolved, That it is the duty of masters to instruct their 
servants to read the word of God. 

3. Resolved, That the members of this Synod use active 
exertions in forwarding to the legislature of S. C. memorials 
remonstrating respectfully but firmly against the enactment of 
any such law.” 

From the reports of our Presbyteries we are encouraged 
{o believe that there is an increasing attention to the great 
concerns of religion within the bounds of Synod. And 
could we provide suitable pastors in sufficient numbers for the 
supply of our destitute churches, there is at the present an 
encouraging prospect of a rapid extension of the limits ot 
ihe Associate Reformed church in this region of Spey) 

{ received, but not until after the adjournment of Synod, 
the communication of the Synod of the West relative to 
the re-organization of General Synod. I must confess, for 
one, I cannot help thinking that our Synod has some 
ground to complain of the conduct of her sister. Why 
“spress such cordiality in relation to this matter, and why 
with such “ promptitude” appoint delegates to form a plan 
for its accomplishment, if there was not a cheerfulness to 
enter into an organic union? And now after a plan which met 
the approbation of her own delegates has been formed, to 
manifest a coyness, on account of things, which (if difficulties 
in the way) existed long before as really as they do now, 
seems hardly reconcileabie with that .¢andor and frankness 
which ought to characterize the conduct of one sister towards 
another. Had this difficulty been noticed when the proposa! 
as first made by our Synod to have a meeting of delegates, 
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we should have had no disposition to urge the matter. A re- 
organization of Gen. Synod is what we did and do desire, but 
not at all without the hearty concurrence of our sisters. As 
| now suppose the project will fail, 1 could wish there had 
been made no attempt to re-orgapize. For in spite of all our 
professions to the contrary, we will, I doubt not, be regarded 
by the world, as different branches of the church. 

I did hope that I should have been able to procure for you 
-ome additional subscribers to the “ Examiner ;” but such is 
ihe present excitement produced by some of our political 
madmen, in relation to the “ Tariff,” that a man is almost in 
danger of being stoned, who would propose to send a dollar 
to the West for any thing. But frosty weather is setting in, 
and the fever begins to subside. [Religious Examiner. 


—_<—— 
FROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
THE PRESENT STATE OF THE JEWS.* 

‘| look upon that people (‘he Jews) with astonishment and 
reverence; they are living proofs of facts most ancient and 
interesting to mankind. Wherever we have a Jew on the 
surface of the earth, there we have a man whose testimony 
and whose conduct connect the present time with the begin- 
ning of all time.” So says Bishop Watson, expressing what 
must have ever been the sentiment of a rational Christian. 
but there are many circumstances which concur to render 
the condition of the ancient people of God a subject of more 
ian ordinary interest at the present time. 

Their actual number may perhaps not exceed six millions— 
numbers, however, probably greater than those over which 
Solomon reigned; and of these six millions, there ma¥ be resi- 
dent in the contiguous countries of Moravia, ancient Poland, 
ihe Crimea, Moldavia and Wallachia, above three millions.— 
xcept within the countries which formed Poland before its 
partitions, their population contained in any one European 
kingdom, cannot therefore be great. Yet so essentially are 
these one people, we might almost say oue family; and so dis- 
posable is their wealth, as mainly vested in money transactions, 
that they must be considered as an aggregate, and not in their 
individual portions.t Would that one bond of this people of 
most tenacious memory were not an indignant and resentful 
tecling of the crueltics and persecutions heaped on them in 
vld times by various nations of the earth, and not least by our 

“Geschichte, Lehren, und Meinungen der Juden, yon Peter Beer. lucipsig. 
Svo. 1825. 
+ Such are there union, activity, and multiplied relations to each other, that 


Mrederick the Great states that the Jews were always beforehand with hin 
in obtaining intelligence. 
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European ancestors; and fixed on their minds by the contempt 
and slight of an age which abhors the name of barbarity! Is it 
too much to say that we bave rather left them among ourselves 
as vermin, which we knew not how to ged rid of, than regard. 
ed and treated them as the children of acommon Father? We 
have not even afforded them any portion of that compassion 
which usage and opinion would require that we should at least 
appear to feel for fallen greatness. The man of the world 
must admit in his phraseology, on the case being intelligibly 
laid before him, *‘ that we have shown bad taste in this mat- 
ter.” But if they are kept together in some measure by the 
sense of their wrongs, it is hope wrought up by faith to the 
highest degree of certainty that forms the most powerful 
bond of their identity, and constitutes them a nation apart, 
which can be bound to no Gentile government by permanent 
ties of citizenship. ‘This feeling exists so strongly, and with 
increasing intenseness, that many Jews of late years, under 
ihe persuasion that the accomplishment of the prophecies 
of the restoration of Israel is at hand, have actually trans- 
ported their wealth and their families to Syria, quitting the 
milder rule of European governments for the exactions and 
tyranny of a Turkish bassa. ‘Twenty years ago there was at 
Saffet* and Jerusalem but a small number of Polish Jews; 
some few hundreds at the most: there are now at the very 
least, ten thousand. ‘These eager expectations place them 
greatly at the mercy of every polititical adventurer who may, 
for his own purposes, undertake to work upon them; witness, 
within these very few years, the extraordinary effect of an ad. 
dress from a pretended Jewish prince, stated to rule over an 
independent kingdom in Asia, which was mysteriously circula- 
ted among the Jews in Poland. 

The greatest accumulation of them on any one point of Eu- 
rope, is the countries of ancient Poland, now forming Russian, 
Austrian and Prussian Poland, and the modern kingdom of 
Poland under the Emperor of Russia. It is stated by Beer, 
that many years ago a considable body of the Jews migrated 
from France into Germany, whence many of their descendants 
passed into Poland; but they must have remained long in 
Germany before this second swarm hived itself into Po- 
land, as the language of the Polish Jews, called Jewish Ger- 
man, though written in the rabbinnical character, is funda- 
mentally a German dialect, with a slight intermixture of He- 
brew and other elements, and particularly of Polish in pro- 
portion as you travel farther north. ‘The colony obtained 
considerable privileges of Cassimir the Great, who married 


* The ancient Bethulia, considered as a holy city by the Jews. 
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he beautiful Jewess Esther ;* and from this stock as their lau: 
guage proves, must have descended the great mass of the 
Polish Jews. There are a great number of Jews in the 
parts of Turkey contiguous to Poland; but there they lite- 
rally swarm; they are inn-keepers, tradesmen, distillers o1 
brandy, brewers, horse dealers, money changers, usurers, as 
every where else; some very few of them are farmers of the 
soil. Their numbers have increased of late years so rapidly 
as greatly to alarm and embarrass the governments of coun- 
tries which afford but slender resources for a population so 
averse to be engaged in tillage. The evil of this immense 
accumulation of such a people, having one common interest 
and feeling, both of which are fore:gn to the interests and 
feelings of the citizens of the state, is felt especially by the 
Russian government. 

The crowds of Jews in some of the towns of Russian Poland, 
and the miserable mode of existence of the greater part of 
them, have been forcibly depicted of late. {t seems clear that 
while with such an augmentation of their population, they 
must be the more disposed to seek their fortunes elsewhere, 
their hosts also must be the more disposed to get rid of them if 
they can. It is to be observed, moreover, that they are thus 
placed in the midst of precisely that Christian population,— 
the Polish--where, of late, the national feelings have been the 
most wounded, and the interest of the great proprietors the 
most deeply injured and sacrificed, and where, therefore, the 
whole frame of society is especially precatious and liable to 
violent changes, such as the Israelites look forward to as 
precursors to their deliverance. 

We have said little of other European Jews than those of 
Poland and Germany, for with them are the great and leading 
interests of the people, whether their religious or political ex- 
istence be considered. The Jews in France are perhaps 
trom thirty to forty thousand; they abound chiefly at Metz, 
along the Rhine, and at Marseilles and Bordeaux. In Buona- 
parte’s time they were imagined to be twice that number; but 
it may be inferred from the report of the proceedings of his 
Sanhedrim,t how large a proportion of them came from his 
German and Italian provinces. They are relieved from civil 
restraints and disabilities in Krance, and in the Netherlands 


*Itis a curious proof of this monarch’s spirit of toleration or deference {(o 
his wife, that while he educated as christian, two sons whom he had by her, 
he allowed their sister to be brought up in the faith of her mother, whom, 
however, he afterwards murdered in a fit of fury. 

+ Buonaparte attempted, by the construction of an assembly which he 
called the Great Sanhedrim, so to bend an inflexible religion to his purpo- 
ses, as to derive from it the means of binding and uniting to the state those 
ar eomenete union with any Gentile state is rendered impossible by thar 

ery religion. 
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also. The Jews in Holland, of both German and Portugese 
origin, are numerous ; the latter are said to have taken retuge 
there when the United Provinces asserted their independence 
of Spain; they have a splendid synagogue at Amsterdam.— 
Infidelity is supposed to have made more progress among them 
than among the German Jews in Holland. The Italian Jews 
are chiefly at Leghorn and Genoa; and there are four thou- 
sand of them at Rome. In speaking of the religion of the 
Jews, it is not necessary to particnlarize those who assumed 
the mask of Christianity under the terror of the Inquisition, 
although much has been said of their wealth and numbers, 
and of the high offices they have filled in Spain, and especially 
in Portugal. But it is curious to see, in a very distant quarter, 
a like simulation produced amongst them by like causes.— 
There are at Salonica thirty synagogues, and about twenty- 
five thousand professed Jews; and a body of Israelites have 
been lately discovered there who, really adhering to the faith 
of their fathers, have externally embraced Mahomedanism. 

The Barbary Jews are a very fine people; but the 
handsomest Jews are said to be those of Messopotamia. 
That province may also boast of an Arab chief who bears 
the name of the Patriarch Job, is rich in sheep, and 
camels, and oxen and asses, abounds in hospitality, and 
believes that he descends from him; he is also famed for 
lis justice and hospitality. The Jews at Constantinople, for- 
iy thousand in number, and in the parts of European Tur- 
: | key, on and near the Mediterranean, speak Spanish, and 
; appear to descend from Israelites driven from Spain by 
persecution. The Bible Society are now printing at Cor- 
tu the New Testament in Jewish Spanish, for their benefit. 
In truth, little appears to be known of the state of the Jews 
| | during some hundreds of years after the destruction of Jerusa- 














t salem. The first body of learned Jews which drew attention 
} alter that disastrous event, was that settled in Spain; and 
‘rom it all Jewish learning descends. As in accomplishment 
of the prophecy, the Jew is found over the whole surface 
of the globe; he has long been established in China, which 
; abhors the foreigner ; and in Abyssinia, which is almost as diffi- 
i} cult to reach as to quit. The early Judaism of that country, 
j and in later days the history of a powerful colony of Jews es- 
tablished in its heart, which at one time actually reigned 
/ over the kingdom, are matters so curious that we regret that 

, | we can do no more than advert to them; we must say the 
same as to the evidence existing of Jewish rites having ex- 
tended themselves very far southward along the eastern 

coast of Africa; the numerous Jews of Barbary; and the 

' black and white Jews, who have been established for ages, 
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more or less remote om the Malabar coast. It may be 
here observed, that all the Israelites hitherto discovered 
appear to be the descendants of those who held the kingdom 
of Judah. 

When we speak of the conversion of the Jews as a thing 
which is a desideratum for the European governments, no- 
thing can be farther from our intentions than to suggest that 
they should mix in it directly ; we are well aware that it could 
not be usefully even attempted by them,—for this, among 
other reasons,—that their so doing would excite extreme mis- 
trust and jealousy: they should, undoubtedly, however, view 
such attempts, if prudently made, with favour and good will, 
und endeavour to lead them with advice and encouragement. 
But if political wisdom urges us to encourage, by all prudent 
und charitable means, the promotion of Christianity among 
the Jews, our religion summons us tothe same duty with a far 
more powerful voice. What can show more strongly that in- 
veteracy of uncharitableness towards the Jews, which has 
grown out of long indulging in the feeling, than the disfavour 
accompanying the attempt to convert them? ‘There are 
even many who will contribute to the support of missions to 
distant nations, to which we owe no atonement, and yet with- 
hold their aid from those who have so long been trodden down 
under our feet. That very degraded moral state which gives 
the Jew his strongest claim to our assistance, is urged as 1 
reason why it should be withheld from him as one past help 
and amendment! Ue is vilified for blindness, perverseness 
and obstinacy, if he adheres to the faith of his fathers; and 
he is vituperated as insincere and interested, if he abandons it 
io profess our own! 

St. Paul says that “ blindtess in part is destined to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”* We cite this 
passage, because it is often and gravely alleged as a reason for 
not attempting to convert the Jews,—since—it is argued ,—all 
attempts to that effect must fail until this event happens.— 
We shall abstain from an inquiry into what this “' fulness of the 
Gentiles” is. ‘Thus much is obvious, that St. Paul speaks of 
the blindness of Israel, which is to prevail until this “ fulness’ 
takes place, not as complete, but partial; and that we, if we 
refuse to aid in the conversion of the Jews until that event 
happens, declare that, as far as we are concerned, it shall re- 
main entire; we thus refuse to participate in that beantiful 
dispensation which is to heal all bitterness between Jew and 
(rentile, and to complete the reciprocation of the most impor- 
‘ant benefits, when we shall have conveyed back to them that 


“Remans xi. 22. 
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gospel which we have received from their fathers. Ef we 
should admit that there is an indication* in the Old Testa- 
ment, that the national baptism of Israel will take place on 
ats restoration to Palestine, we must be aware that its conver. 
sion to Christianity is to be effected through the instrumenta- 
lity of man,t and we can in no wise look forward to this event, 
but as to one which is to be prepared by long and arduous ex- 
ertions on our part. Granting that the public profession of 
Christianity by Israel is to take place on their restoration tv 
their own land; yet that they must previously return to God 
‘* with all their heart and with all their soul,” is the indispen- 
sable condition, under which God will gather them from al! 
the nations, and so restore them.{ Moreover, if the work to 
be done be great in extent, and accompanied by manifold and 
peculiar difficulties, we should calculate on its being long in 
hand, and possibly of remote completion. It is out of all the 
anologies of nature, that a nation, long trampled on and abas- 
ed, should at once start into a fitness for the achievement of 
great and noble things. It is true, that the fierce pride of the 
Jew has always risen against the weight depressing him ;§ but 
his mind is not in due measure—it is like an instrument put 
out of tune by much neglect and mismanagement, whose tones 
cannot at once be brought into just modulation. 

In this state of things, the question may naturally be ad- 
dressed to the European Christians—what endeavours have 
they made to convey the gospel to the ancient people of God ' 


—<p>—— 


THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD OF ORIGINAL SECEDERS., 


We have been favoured with the perusal of the act for “ Renewing the Cov- 
enants, in an Acknowledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Duties,” prepared 
by this Synod on the 15th of last May, at Edinburgh. Like all others from 
the same source, which have been laid before our readers, it is an able and 
highly interesting document. After enumerating the cvils which call for co:.- 
fession, from the restoration of Charles 1]. down tu the present time, the sub- 


stance of whieh may be found in the historical part of our Testimony, they 
uid — 


It is also to be deeply lamented, that, by the late union betwee: 
the two great branches of the Secession, this hurt of the daughter 
of Zion has been healed slightly ; that, instead of candidly meet- 
ing the question, or making provision for preventing the taking of 
an oath, when still imposed, which, as sworn by Seceders, had ail 


* Ezek. xxxvi- 24, &c. . 

+ Jer. iii. 12, &c. Ezek. xxxvii. 3, &e. Rom. xi. 30, 31. 

+ Deut. xxx. 1, 2,3 Jeremiah iii, 12, 13,14, &e. : ’ 

§ The reader will find some passages of singularly rich and forcible elo 
quence concerning the Jewish character as it once was, and as it might be 
again, in Salathiel—a newly published Romance, in which it is impossible no- 
to reeognise the imagination of a poet and the learning of a divine. 
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slong been viewed by one of the parties as sinful, they consigned 
the whole controversy to oblivion; and that, along with this, they 
dropped a testimony for the proper and continued obligation ot 
our covenants, and some other principles connected with the work 
of reformation in our native land, which had hitherto been consi- 
dered by the Reformed Church of Scotland, and particularly in 
the Secession, as belonging to the word of Christ's patience. 

It is to be lamented that the unfaithful and corrupt manage- 
iments of the established judicatories have been followed by a flood 
of errors, by which the Lord’s name is dreadfully dishonoured,— 
the doctrine of justification by grace is wofully corrupted—the 
vroper imputation of the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for our justification before God is denied, thousands of precious 
souls are destroyed, and wide steps taken towards Popery and Pa- 
vanism. More particularly, we have to lament a dreadful preva- 
lence of Deism, by which all revealed religion is rejected, and the 
light of corrupt nature is exalted in its room; of Artanis, by 
which the true and supreme Deity of the Son of God, and of the 
iloly Spirit, is denied; of Socinianism, by which Christ is repre- 
sented as a mere man, and his atonement for sin is denied; and 
of Anminranism, by which it is maintained, that God's act of elee- 
tion and reprobation depends on his foresight of the good or evil 
works of men; that Jesus Christ, by his death, has merited grace 
for all mankind; that, notwithstanding the fall, man retains a free- 
dom of will to that which is spiritually good; that the grace of 
(iod is not irresistible and efficacious of itself; and that believ- 
ers in Christ may fall totally and finally away from a state of grace. 

It is further to be lamented, that some who formerly distin- 
cuished themselves by zeal for our reformation and covenanted 
principles, have turned aside to latitudinarian, independent anid 
sectarian extremes, whereby the unity of the true Catholic Church 
is denied, and the Presbyterial order and government, the only 
vovernment which Christ has instituted in his house, is subvert- 
ed ;—the warrantableness of Confessions of Faith and Catechisms 
as tests of soundness in the faith, is denied, and a wide door is 
opened for the admission of all sorts of error and heresy into the 
church, under the specious pretence of liberty of conscience ;— 
wud, under, a pretence of catholic love, a scheme is laid for uniting 
parties of all denominations in church communion, in a way de- 
structive of any faithful testimony for the declarative glory of Im- 
manuel, as King and Head of Zion, and for the covenanted uni- 
tormity in religion according to our standards. 

‘l'o these public evils we have to add a fearful increase of wick- 
eduess, which has spread over the whole kingdom. All classes 
of men have corrupted their ways. Our nobility and gentry have, 
‘or the most part, burst the Lord’s bands asunder, and cast away 
his cords; our ministers, burgesses, and commons of all sorts, 
lrave turned away backward, and forsaken the Holy One of Israel. 
Many heinous sins and provocations, both against the first and 
second table of the moral law, are to be found amongus; such as 
sross ignorance of God, atheism, infidelity, profane mockings at 
the mysteries of religion, and employing some of the sublimest 
»assages of Scripture for the purpose of musical entertainment. 
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‘Che errors and abominations of Popery are spreading; Popish 
chapels are erected in the principal towns and cities of the coun- 
try; the idolatrous mass is openly frequented; public counte- 
nance has been given in anumber of instances by the government 
of the country to the man of sin, and the clamorous and pertina- 
cious demand of his followers to be admitted to all places of pow- 
er and trust under the Crown, so dangerous to the civil and reli- 
cious liberties of these realms, is strenuously defended by many 
who call themselves Protestants, both in and out of Parliament.’ 
The name of God is profaned, by rash and ordinary swearing in 
common conversation; and by perjury and false swearing, espe- 
cially in trade and commerce. The Lord’s day is profaned, even 
by those in public authority and high station, in many different 
ways, particularly by frequent and unnecessary travelling, and by 
public entertainments and amusements. Many are without natu- 
ral affection, unruly, disobedient. ‘The land is also defiled with 
murders, drunkenness, prodigality and vanity in dress, foolish 
jestings, rioting and wantonness, and even with undisguised adul- 
teries and uncleanness of all kinds ; and some profane and sin- 
ful customs, which were little known and practised in former 
times, are countenanced and encouraged, both at court and in 
many places of the country; as the profane diversions of the 
Stage, masquerades, lascivious balls and dancings, and other se- 
minaries of lewdness and dissipation. Fraud and injustice, in 
dealings between man and man, are to be found among us, to- 
gether with oppression, lying, envy, malice, evil-speaking, back- 
UG biting, falsehood, dissimulation, and covetousness which is idol. 
i atry. 

We desire, through grace, to turn our eyes inward to our own 
hearts, to search and try our ways, to declare our iniquity, to be 
sorry for our sin, and to turn again to the Lord. For, “who 
gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? Did not the 
ii) Lord? he against whom we have sinned,” by our unbelief, selfish- 
ness, formality, earthliness, carnal security, and falling from first 
love,—by want of tenderness, watchfulness, and spirituality, in 
the frame and disposition of our heart, and in our walk and con- 
versation. 

We desire, in a particular manner, to be humbled before God, 
for our unbelief, which we acknowledge to be our greatest sin, 
; and the chief ground of the Lord’s controversy with the land in 
which we live. We have not suitably profited by the glorious gos- 
pel of the Son of God, either as the ministration of righteous- 
ness for our justification, or as the ministration of the Spirit for 
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* The view bere taken of what is called the question of Catholic Emanci- 
pation, will, doubtless, be considered by many ino this country, illiberal and 
7. But it should be remembered, that the Catholic knows nothing of ci- 
vil libert y and equal rights, which does not acknowledge the supremacy, nay, 
ty, of the Pepe. Under such circumstances, we cannot see how the 
Protestants of Great-Britain can vary their measures in relation to the Catho- 
lies, unless they are prepared to submit to Catholic domination. We are in- 
debted ¢ ‘the , an excellent religious paper, for some impor- 
tant fact son this subject, which will be laid before our readers, in the next 
number; and also some observations respecting the formation of Catholie As 
sociation 6 ia the United States.—Epitr. Rex. Monsron. 
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our sanctification. We have not obeyed the voice, nor received 
correction; we have not trusted in the Lord, nor drawn near to 
our God. We have been obstinate; our neck has been an iron 
sinew, and our brow brass. We have dealt very treacherously, 
and have been called transgressors from the womb. We confess 
our ignorance, and great deficiency in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, his person, offices, and benefits,—of the cove- 
nant of grace, as made and ratified with him,—and of the way of 
deriving spiritual benefit from both. 

We desire to be humbled for undervaluing Christ, his spiritual 
benefits, and communion with him. We have often preferred 
other things to him and his interests, and have not given him 
the pre-eminence in our hearts. We have been little exercised 
in meditation, searching the Scriptures, self-examination, fervent 
and frequent prayer—these means of secret communion and fel- 
lowship with him. We have not been duly concerned to receive 
iim into our hearts, nor to look to him, as we ought, for those 
vurposes for which he is exhibited in the gospel, nor to improve 
him by faith, for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption. We have not suitably rested upon his righteousness, 
as the sole ground of our justification; nor have we, as we ought, 
depended upon him, as made of God unto us sanctification, in all 
our religious exercises, in the duties common to all christians, or 
in those of our particular vocations, for direction, reviving, and 
strength to mortify our corruptions, and to carry us through our 
christian course, against all discouragements and temptations ; 
but have frequently attempted the performance of duty in a legal. 
rather than in an evangelical manner. We have not drawn near 
to God as our Father, in prayer and supplication, and in thanks- 
civing, with that humble boldness, and full assurance of faith, 
which are warranted by the sacrifice and intercession of Christ. 

We have not been duly careful to sanctify the Lord’s day; par- 
licularly, by avoiding carnal conversation, in our own families, in 
coming to public worship, during the intervals of it, and in re- 
iurning to our homes. In attending on the preaching of the gos- 
pel, we have not been duly concerned to find communion with the 
father and his son Jesus Christ, to taste of his goodness, and 
io be built up in holiness and comfort, through faith unto salva- 
tion. We have not duly prepared our hearts in secret, to draw 
near with holy fear and reverence, humility, and vehement desire 
tor the kingdom of God and its righteousness, as new-born babes, 
desiring the sincere milk of the word, that we may grow thereby. 
We are little acquainted with receiving the word, not as the word, 
of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God. We have not, with 
dve frequency and earnestness, applied to the Lord, that he might 
teach us inwardly, by accompanying the outward means with the 
efiectual operation of his Holy Spirit. We have not mixed the 
word with faith, as we ought to have done, believing it with our 
hearts, and applying to ourselves the truths that were delivered ; 
uor have we been duly careful to lay up the words of Christ in our 
hearts for our spiritual benefit, to supplicate his Spirit to bring 
them to remembrance, or to medidate upon them in secret. 

We desire to be humbled before the Lord, that we have not 
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duly made use of the Sacraments, as seals of the covenant of 
grace, and of the promises therein made to us in Christ. In of 

fering our children to the Lord in baptism, we have not been suit. 

ably affeeted with our own and our children’s defilement by origi 

val guilt and corruption; we have not duly considered and es. 

teemed the free love and grace of God, which has opened to us, 
and to our seed, a fourtain for sin and uncleanness; nor been 
duly concerned that they might be regenerated and united to 
Christ. We have not suitably applied the covenant and the pro- 
mises of it to ourselves and to our offspring, nor this sacrameut 
as a seal of it. When present at the administration of this ordi- 
nance to others, we have not employed it as we ought, for the con- 
firmation of our faith, and for strengthening the impression oi 
our baptismal engagements, nor have we been duly concerned that 
(iod would bless his own ordinance to the baptized, and receive 
them into the number of his children in Christ. We have not 
been duly careful to instruct our children when they came to the 
years of capacity concerning the nature, use and ends of their 
baptism, and the obligation which it imposes upon them, as de- 
voted to Christ. Nor have we made a due use of this sacrament, 
through the course of our life, for encouraging us to take hold of 
God’s covenant, for increasing our faith and comfort in God, as 
our God and Father in Christ, and for strengthening our resolu 

tions and endeavours, through the grace of Christ, to mortify 
corruption, and to walk in newness of life. We desire to be hum- 
bled, that we have not been at more pains, in preparing for the 
solemn ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, by self-examination, me- 
ditation and prayer, and by renewed actings of faith upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ for righteousness and strength. We have not 
approached the table of the Lord with a proper degree of spiritual 
thirst and longing for Christ, and with due contrition of heart.— 
We have not been sufficiently exercised in remembering the 
Lord’s death till he come again; and in deriving virtue from it. 
tor strengthening our graces, and mortifying our corruptions ; 
nor have we walked worthily after communicating. 

We have not valued the discipline appointed by our Lord Jesus 
(‘hrist, as we ought to have done; and when others, by reason oj 
their falls and offences, have become objects of censure, we have 
not, as we ought, mourned for the dishonour done to God, pitied 
and prayed for the offenders, and been humbled under a suitable 
sense of our own sins. , 

We desire to be humbled for our great formality in prayer, 
both in secret and in our families; and that we have not been suit- 
ably coneerned to join with our hearts in public prayers and prai- 
~es, to offer up all our supplications in the name of Christ, to de 
pend upon the help of his Spirit, to observe these ordinances as 
a means of communion with God, and of confirming our faith and 
every other grace, and, when we have addressed our prayers to 
(iod, to look up to him for a gracious answer. 

We humbly confess that we have not walked as becometh the 
gospel of Christ, but have greatly failed in our duty beth to God 
und man. In particular, we desire to be humbled for our vain 
‘hotghts, our idle words, and our lukewarinness in the matters ot 
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Giod. Our conversation has savoured too much of the eartii, 
and teo little of heaven and things above. The impressions of 
the love of Christ, and of the free grace of God, have not been 
so lively upon our hearts, as was necessary to keep them watch- 
ful and tender, and zealous for God and his glory. We have of- 
ten resisted the Spirit of holines, when he stirred us up to duty ; 
and have put away his reproofs, which lead to repentance and hu- 
niliation. We have often grieved him by undervaluing his pre- 
sence, refusing his consolations, and slighting his counsel. We 
have not watched with becoming tenderness against carnal com- 
pany and conversation, nor have we been studious to recommend 
religion to others, by a holy, convincing, and edifying behaviour. 
We have not been duly faithful in watching over and admonishing 
one another with meékness and love; but have been too ready to 
speak of the infirmities and failings of others behind their backs, 
instead of observing the scripture rule. Nor have we diligently 
sought and embraced opportunities of religious fellowship, and 
particularly of social prayer and conference. 

All these sins, declensions, and apostacies, are highly aggra- 
vated, as having been committed against great gospel-light, and 
many remarkable appearances of God among us, both in mercy 
and judgment, in former and in later times, against sacramental 
vows, and our indispensable engagements, by the National Cove. 
nant of Scotland, and the Solemn League and Covenant of the 
three nations ; while the sins of those belonging to the Secession 
Body are further aggravated by their being committed against our 
distinguished profession, and the explicit engagements contracted 
by that solemn covenanting which has been so long practised 
among us. We desire, therefore, to confess unto the Lord our 
iniquities, with all their aggravations ; to be deeply humbled, anc 
to lie down in shame before him, acknowledging that he would be 
righteous and holy, though he should plead his controversy with 
us, on account of our apostacy and breach of covenant, by cast- 
ing us out of his sight foréver. But since the Lord is still wait- 
ing to be gracious, we desire to flee to the blood of Jesus for the 
remission of our sins, and to pray that he may return to us, and 
heal our spiritual diseases, that glory may yet dwell in our land. 

And as it is the duty of a sinning people, not only to confess 
their iniquities, and be humbled for them, but also, by faith, to 
iake hold of God’s gracious covenant revealed to us in the glori- 
vus gospel, avouching the Lord tu be our God, according to the 
tenor of this his covenant, devoting ourselves to him as his peo- 
ple, and returning to him from whom we have revolted: And, in 
the faith of his free mercy through Jesus Christ, and trusting in 
him for the grace and strength which are promised in his cove- 
nant, to engage unto and pursue after reformation and the advance - 
ment of his kingdom, which is in, but not of, this world: And be- 
ig convinced in our minds, and confessing with our mouths, that 
«$ well by the word of God, as by the National Covenant of 
Scotland, and the Solemn League and Covenant of the three na- 
tions, the present and succeeding generations in these lands are 
hound firmfy and constantly to adhere to the doctrine, worship, 
oresbyterial church-government, and discipline of the house of 
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God, as contained in the Holy Scriptures, summed up in our 
subordinate standards, and sworn to in these solemn covenants :— 


THEREFORE, in obedience to the command of God, conforma- 
bly to the practice of the godly in former times, and according tu 
the’ laudable example of our worthy and religious progenitors, in 
the said covenants, 


(THE ENGAGEMENT TO DUTIES.] 


We all and every one of us, though sensible of the deceitful- 
ness and unbelief of our own hearts, and frequently perplexed 
with doubts and fears about our actual believing ; yet, desiring in 
the Lord’s strength, and in obedience to his command, to glorify 
God, by believing his word of grace, contained in his covenant of 
promise, and in the faith of his promise, to devote ourselves to 
the Lord in a Covenant of Duty: We Do, with our hands lifted 
up to the Mosr Hicu Gop, hereby profess, and, before God, an- 
gels, and men, solemnly declare, That, through the grace of God. 
and according to the measure of his grace given unto us, we de- 
sire, with our whole hearts, to take hold of. our Lorp Jrsvus 
Curisv, as the only propitiation for our sins; his Righteousness, 
as the only foundation of our access to God, and acceptance with 
him; his Covenant of free and rich promises, as our only char- 
ter for the heavenly inheritance; his Word, for our perfect and 
only rule of faith and practice; his Spirrr, for our sole guide, to 
lead us into all truth revealed in his Holy Word, to which nothing 
is at any time to be added, either by new revelations of the Spirit, 
or traditions of men. We avouch the Lorp to be our Gop; and, 
in the strength of bis promised grace, we promise and swear, by 
the GREAT NAME oF THE Lorp ovr Gop, That we shall walk in 
his way, keep his judgments and commandments, and hearken to 
his voice; and, particularly, that we shall, by the Lord’s grace, 
continue and abide in the profession, faith, and obedience of the 
true reformed religion, in doctrine, worship, presbyterial church- 
sovernment and discipline; and that we shall, according to our 
several stations, places, and callings, and according to the mea- 
sure of our knowledge, contend and testify against all contrary 
evils, errors, and corruptions; particularly Popery, Deism, So- 
clnianism, Arianism, Arminianism, and every error, subversive 
ot the doctrine of grace, as also Prelacy, Independency, Latitu- 
dinarian tenets, and the other evils mentioned in the preceding 
Acknowledgineut of Sins. 

In like manner we promise and swear, That, by all means 
which are lawful and warrantable for us, according to the word of 
(iod, the approved and received standards of the reformed Church 
of Scotland, and our known principles, we shall, in our several 
stations and callings, and according to our opportunities in Pro- 
vidence, endeavour the reformation of religion in Britain and 
lreland, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, accor@- 
ing to the word of God; and to promote and advance our coy 
anted conjunction and uniformity in religion, Confession of Fai 
and Catechisms, Form of Church-government, and Directory for 
Worship, as these were received by this Church, likewise 
engage, by all lawful means, and according as a door may be open- 
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ed to tis in Providence, to promote the genuine interests of the 
kingdom of Christ in every part of the world. 

And in regard we are taught by the word of God, and bound by 
our covenants, National and Solemn League, to live together in 
the fear of God, and in love one to another, and to encourage one 
another in the work and cause of the Lord; and that, denying all 
ungodliness and wordly lusts, we should live, soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world: Therefore, in dependence upon 
the Lord’s grace and strength, We, in the same manner, do 
promise and swear, That we shall, in our several places and call- 
ings, encourage and strengthen one another, in pursuing the end 
ind design of this our solemn Oath and Covenant; and shall 
endeavour a life and conversation becoming the gospel of Christ: 
And, in our personal callings and particular families, we shall 
study to be good examples to one another of godliness and right- 
eousness, and of every duty which we owe to God and man: 
And that we shall not give up ourselves to a detestable indifference 
and neutrality in the cause of God; but, denying ourselves and 
our own things, we shall seek first the honour of God, and the 
zood of his cause and people: And that, through grace, forsak- 
ing the counsels of flesh and blood, and not leaning upon carnal 
onfidence, we shall endeavour to depend upon the Lord, to walk 
by the rule of his word, and to hearken to his voice in the dis- 
pensation of the gospel. In all which, professing our own weak- - 
ness, we earnestly pray to Gop, who is the Father of Mercies, 
through his Son Jesus Curist, to be merciful unto us, and ena- 
ble us by the power of his Hoty Spmuir, that we may do our duty, 
unto the praise of his grace in the Churches. Amen. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1828. 


The battle of Navarino and the liberation of Greece by the French troops. 

The invasion of Turkey by the Russians and the unexpected vigour and 
success of the Turks in defence. 

The usurpation of Don Miguel in Portugal and the submission of the Portu- 
guese. 

The fall of the minister Viliele and his party in France, and the comparative 
triumph of liberal principles throughout the French government. 

The rapid changes in the British ministry, and the final ascendancy and ele- 
vation of the Duke of Wellington. 

‘The repeal of the test acts by the British Parliament; the election of O’Con- 
nell, in Ireland, to the exclusion of Fitzgerald; the diffusion and completion of 
the project of Catholic association in that coantry; the general ene in 
treat-Britain of the cause of Catholic emancipation or religious right. 

‘The peace between Buenos Ayres and Brazil, including the establishment of 
the independent state of Montevideo, under the auspices of Great-Britain. 

The convalsions in the republic of Colombia, the overthrow of her constitu- 
tion; the assumption of the supreme powcr by the military chief Bolivar. 

The various revolutions in Peru and Chili adverse to the power and plans of 
Bolivar, and the subversion of his Bolivian constitution in Upper Peru; the 
leclaration of war between Colombia and Peru. 

: conspiracies and rebellion in Mexico; the failure of Bravo’s plot and 
his mishment; the election of Pedraza to the exclusion of General Victoria; 
the insttrrection of General Santa Anna. 

In the Unit tates—the adoption of a tariff deemed exceptionable by all 
parties; the ¥ opposition to it in the south, the proceedings thereon of 
the Legislatures of South Carolina and Georgia; the violence of the contest for 
the office of President; the abuse of the liberty of the press by incessant in- 
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vective and calumny; the publication of private letters; the pepesto of private 
conversations; the election of General Jackson to the exclusion of Mi. 
Adams; pees da submission to the will of the majority; the new 
evidence of t universal trust in the efficacy of our institutions and the 
= ofthe country. The chief glory of the year 1828, is the situation of this 
nion. [National Gazette. 


—=.. 


From the Cherokee Phenizx. 
CHEROKEE LANDS. 


‘We understand, upon good authority, that our frontier neighbors in Georgia 
are moving in fast and settling on the ete belonging to the Cherokees. Right 
or wrong, “¢" | are determined to take the country. 

Attempts of this kind have been made heretofore, but without any success. 
for the intercourse law of the United States has been invariably executed. 
Whether the President will again use the military force to oust these in- 
truders as the law provides, we are not able to say. The law is explicit and we 
hope, for the honour of the general government, it will be faithfully exeeuted— 
itis as follows: 

Sec. 5 And be it further enacted, That if any such citizen or other person 
shall make a settlement on any lands, belonging or secured or granted by treat 
with the U. S. to any Indian tribe, or shall survey or attempt to survey, suc 
lands, or designate any of the boundaries, by Calting trees, or otherwise, such 
offender forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and suffer im- 

risonment, not exceeding twelve months. And it shall, moreover, be lawful 

or the President of the United States to take such measures, and to employ 
such military force, as he may judge necessary, to remove from lands, belong- 
ing, or secured by treaty, as aforesaid, to any Indian tribe, any such citizen or 
other person, who has made or shall hereafter make or attempt to make a settle- 
ment thereon. 

There is one fact connected with this affair,;which we think proper to mention. 
When known, in the view of every honest and liberal man, it ought to redound 
to the credit of the Cherokees. In all cases of intrusions, when white ment 
have behaved in a provoking manner, and with the greatest degree of impru- 
dence, the Cherokees haye never, to our knowledge, resorted to foreible mea- 
sures,but have peaceably retired,and have patiently waited for the interference 
of the United States, and the execution of the above section. Does not this 
show that they are faithful to their treaty contracts, and that they expect 


the like faithfulness from the United States? We hope that they will not now 
be disappointed. 
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NEWS FROM LIBERIA. 


The following melancholy intelligence is derived from a Bristol (Eng.) pa- 
er of Dec. 27. ‘“ We learn from a vessel arrived at this port yesterday from 
Pieri, (the Am. colony on the coast of Africa,) that a French vessel being 
cruising off that place in quest of slaves, the authorities were making prepa- 
rations to attack her, and in preparing cartridges, &c. for that purpose, fire ac- 
cidéntally communicated to the ammunition, which exploded. ‘The Governor, 
with several principal men of the place, were killed, and most of the town was 
destroyed. Anether Bristol paper, of the same day, gives the account thus : 
18th Nov. last, an expedition was preparing by the Am. settlers at that 

to destroy a French slave ship and factory at Digby, a place about 
thirty miles distant ; when, during the night, the magazine in which they 
were making cartridges, blew up, and horrible to relate, Mr. Lott Carey, the 
Governor, and nine of his people, were destroyed. It seems probable that the 
story is not without foundation; but quite incredible “ that most of the town 
was destroyed” by the explosion of such a quantity of gunpowder as the @olo- 
nists would be likely to have. Lott Carey was a worthy and useful Baptist 
preacher, himself a coloured man; and when the lamented Ashmun returned 
to his country, he left the colony in charge of Carey, as g Governor.— 
Dr. Randall ha gone out to sueceed Ashmun, but he could ve arrived at 


the time of the disaster. [The Philadelphian. 












